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· Today – Opportunity to give a Bible study 
· Last Saturday – I gave a Bible study titled “A Season of Exciting Rituals” 
· Comment – I would like to talk a little bit more about rituals 
· Title – “The Rituals Point to a Way of Life” 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
· The word “ritual” is not found in the King James translation. 
· 3 words – statutes, judgments & laws 
· 2 words – rites & ceremonies  
 
Lev. 26:46  these are the statutes, judgments and laws 

· statutes – “hoq” – Strong’s #2706 
· judgments – “mishpat” – Strong’s #4941 

found 420 times in OT 
· laws – “torah” – Strong’s #8451 

Num. 9:3  Passover – according to its rites and ceremonies, you shall keep it 
· “rites” – 1 time – (“huqqa” – Strong’s #2708) 
· “ceremonies” – 1 time – (“mishpat” – Strong’s #4941) 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Following are excerpts from an article by Mendy Hecht titled “The 613 Commandments 
(Mitzvot)” that is posted at chabad.org. 
 
“The Talmud tells us (Tractate Makkot 23b) that there are 613 commandments (mitzvot) in the 
Torah; 248 Positive Commandments (do’s) and 365 Negative Commandments (do not’s). 
However, the Talmud does not provide us with a list of these commandments. Several great 
Jewish scholars have compiled a complete listing of these mitzvahs. Although they all agree on 
the vast majority of the commandments, they do disagree concerning a number of them . . . It 
must be noted that many of these commandments (such as all the commandments associated with 
sacrifices) are not practicable as long as there is no Temple in Jerusalem.” 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

· Let’s look at a 3 examples about rituals in the New Testament 
 
Acts 10:44-48  the Holy Spirit – given before the ritual of water baptism 
Matt. 12:1  grainfields on the Sabbath – His disciples were hungry and began to pluck 

heads of grain and to eat 
  2  the Pharisees saw it – and accused 
  3-5  Christ’s response – referred to David eating the showbread 
 



Mark 7:1  some Pharisees and scribes (from Jerusalem) came together to Him 
 2  when they saw some of His disciples eat bread with defiled (unwashed) 

hands, they found fault 
 3  tradition of the elders = to wash their hands in a special way 
 4  when they came into the marketplace, they did not eat (unless they 

washed) – other things were washing of cups, pitchers, copper 
vessels and bowls 

 5  the Pharisees & scribes asked: “Why do Your disciples not walk according 
to the tradition of the elders?” (Eat with unwashed hands) 

 6-7  He paraphrased – Isaiah 29:13 
 8  “For laying aside the commandments of God, you hold the traditions of 

men” – like washing of pitchers, cups – “many other such things” 
 9  “You reject the commandments of God, that you may keep your tradition” 
10-13  Christ used the Fifth Commandment as an example – He quoted Moses 
11-12  but you let people get away with not helping their parents 
13  making the word of God of no effect through your tradition 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
· The Rituals Point to a Way of Life 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
· Commemoration – suffering & death of our Savior 

· Foot-washing    John 13:1-17 
· Broken bread    1 Corinthians 11:24 
· Small amount of wine   1 Corinthians 11:25 

· After the commemoration – Two Lessons 
· Leaven & unleavened – First lesson – leaving in haste 

Exodus 12:33-39 leaving in haste 
Matt. 24:16-18future – leaving in haste 
Luke 17:31-33 future – leaving in haste 

· Leaven & unleavened – Second lesson – stop sinning 
(Reminder – Scriptures about leaven do not “always” refer to sin) 
(Recognize context about leaven) 
(Matthew 13:31-33 & Luke 13:20-21 – expanding Kingdom of God) 

Leaven & unleavened – Second lesson – stop sinning 
Mark 8:15  beware of the leaven – religious leaders and secular leaders 
1 Cor. 5:6  glorying is not good – little leaven, leavens the whole lump 

 7  how unleavened? – Christ (our Passover) sacrificed for us 
 8  keep the Feast – unleavened bread of sincerity and truth 

Gal. 5:9  promoting circumcision – little leaven, leavens whole lump 
Rom. 6:1-2  since saved by grace, should we sin? – certainly not 
Eph. 2:8-10  since saved by grace, walk in good works – (stop sinning) 
Titus 3:4-8  since saved by grace, maintain good works – (stop sinning) 


