“12 Arab and Islamic Countries
Oppose ‘Heinous’ Iran Regime”
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By Ashley Carnahan

NEW YORK, N.Y.—A group of 12 Arab and Islamic countries on Thursday con-
demned Iran’s “heinous” attacks, denouncing missile and drone strikes on
civilian infrastructure and warning Tehran against further escalation.

The foreign ministers of Qatar, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates
issued the joint statement after a consultative meeting in Riyadh.

The countries accused Iran of deliberately targeting residential areas, oil fa-
cilities, airports and diplomatic premises across the region.

The ministers reaffirmed what they called the right of affected countries to
defend themselves under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter and urged
Iran to immediately halt its attacks and abide by international law.

They also called on Tehran to respect their territorial sovereignty, cease sup-
port for affiliated militias in Arab countries and avoid actions that could
threaten maritime security, including in the Strait of Hormuz and Bab al-Man-
dab, a key global shipping route linking the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden.

The statement further expressed support for Lebanon’s stability and sover-
eignty, while also condemning Israel’s actions in the country and its “expan-
sionist policy in the region.”

“The Ministers reaffirm their commitment to continuing intensive consultation
and coordination in this regard, to monitor developments and assess emerg-
ing issues in a way that ensure the formulation of common positions and the
adoption of necessary legitimate measures and procedures to protect their
security, stability, and sovereignty, and to halt the Iranian heinous attacks on
their territories,” the joint statement reads.

It comes a day after Israel struck Iran’s South Pars gas field, prompting Iran-
ian retaliatory attacks on energy infrastructure in Qatar and Saudi Arabia,
including Doha’s Ras Laffan Industrial City, the world’s largest liquid natural
gas (LNG) production facility.



2 of 2 / Edifying the Body e March 21, 2026 Churchofgodbigsandy.com

Oil prices surged Thursday morning following the strikes, with Brent crude
rising to $114.08 a barrel and U.S. benchmark West Texas Intermediate
crude climbing to $97.41.

President Donald Trump said on his Truth Social platform that Israel would
halt further strikes on Iran’s South Pars gas field unless Tehran escalates,
warning that the United States could respond with overwhelming force if Qatar’s
LNG facilities are targeted again.

“The United States of America, with or without the help or consent of Israel,
will massively blow up the entirety of the South Pars Gas Field at an amount
of strength and power that Iran has never seen or witnessed before,” Trump
wrote. “I do not want to authorize this level of violence and destruction
because of the long term implications that it will have on the future of Iran,
but if Qatar’s LNG is again attacked, I will not hesitate to do so.”



