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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Recently, I began a discussion about the words of the
apostle Paul found in Romans 12. It is my perspective that Paul’s writings in
chapters 1-11 could be classified more as comments about doctrine and spir-
itual concepts, whereas the words in chapter 12 can be viewed more as
Christian-living topics.

Last week, we discussed Romans 12:13. This article will discuss Romans 12:14.

Positive words

Notice what Paul wrote in Romans 12:14.

Romans 12:14—“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.”

Persecution may come

Here are some verses that discuss that persecution oftentimes comes upon
a believer.

Matthew 13:21—“Yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while.
For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediate-
ly he stumbles.”

Matthew 24:9-10—“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you,
and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. And then many will
be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.”

Luke 21:12-15—“But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you
and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You will
be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake. But it will turn out for
you as an occasion for testimony. Therefore settle it in your hearts not to
meditate beforehand on what you will answer; for I will give you a mouth and
wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist.”

John 5:16-18—“For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill
Him, because He had done these things on the Sabbath. But Jesus answered
them, ‘My Father has been working until now, and I have been working.’
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Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the
Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.”

Acts 8:1—“Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great per-
secution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.”

Acts 13:50—“But the Jews stirred up the devout and prominent women and
the chief men of the city, raised up persecution against Paul and Barnabas,
and expelled them from their region.”

2 Timothy 3:12—“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suf-
fer persecution.”

Bless those who persecute you

Here are some verses that discuss blessing those who persecute you.

Matthew 5:10-12—“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile
and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Matthew 5:43-48—“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neigh-
bor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who
curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully
use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for
He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just
and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you?
Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brethren only,
what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so?
Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.”


