ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church of God Big Sandy

ChurchofGodBigSandy.com
Feb. 21, 2026 + 1:00 p.m. » Sunset 6:13

Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. ........... Dave Havir

Presentation study—2:00 ............. Dave Havir
(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Songleader ............... ... ...... Neil Mclver
Pianist ........................ Dixon Cartwright
Scripturereading . ............. 2 Timothy 3:10-17
Sermon . ... Wynn Skelton

1. Thank you—There is much appreciation for all who helped with the funeral
service and the meal in our building on Friday.

B The family of Shirley Spearman thanks the congregation.

B The congregation thanks Michael Bald, Joyce Coleman and David
Coleman.

B Michael Bald, Joyce Coleman and David Coleman thank the helpers.
2. Dominoes tomorrow—Interested participants should contact Sue Jones.
3. Wednesday-night Bible study—Feb. 25 at 7:00.

4. Community music program—The Big Sandy Museum music fundraiser (“Mu-
sical Memories”) is scheduled in our building on Saturday, March 7, at 7:00 p.m.

5. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “It's a New Day: The Choice Is Yours”
by Max Lucado.

6. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 7" by Dave Havir.

7. Eye on the World—Dave Havir apologizes for not being able to complete the
project this week.
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Prayer updates

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Meg McAnally (22 years old) was in-
volved in a serious automobile accident that caused many injuries and caused
her to be unconscious. Yesterday, we learned that she is still unconscious; the
breathing tube was removed; and a tracheotomy was performed.

Reminder—Ronnie Shirley’s postponed surgery (to remove a polyp) is sched-
uled on Feb. 26.

New prayer requests

Jimmy Sparkman (of Lexington, Tenn.) has been dealing with the thickening
of his aortic valve. On Feb. 15, he became dizzy and passed out. His wife (Bren-
da) gave him CPR and took him to a hospital. On Wednesday, Mr. Sparkman
was classified as DNR (do not resuscitate). He was transferred home, where he
began receiving hospice care.

Martha Mclver posted the following health update: “I have a stimulator in my
back, which sends electrical sensations down my legs. This helps greatly with my
chronic pain. The internal batteries are said to last eight years and mine have
lasted well beyond that. However, they stopped working several weeks ago, when
| tried to charge them.” On Monday morning, she will have surgery to replace the
batteries and to make sure the leads attached to my spine are still where they
need to be. She appreciates your prayers.

Mickey Voyce requests prayers, since she is fighting an infection and is on
antibiotics.

Ivadelle Lauderback (of Georgia) reports that her lower back and hip have
been hurting her for a week.

On Tuesday, Brenda Kennebeck was admitted to a hospital in Longview. She
reported that her white-blood count was twice what it is supposed to be, and her
lactic acid was elevated. She wondered if she had a bad case of food poisoning
while returning on a trip from Georgia seeing the kids. She was able to return home
on Thursday afternoon. On Friday, she reported: “I am still weak, but doing better. |
can say that | have never in my life been that severely sick. | really thought | was
dying. Thank you for the prayers.”

On Tuesday, John Defur (of Big Sandy) had a unique day—when he had a
cataract removed in Longview and then he had a detached retina repaired in
Tyler. (Mr. Defur married Melissa Sharp, who is the daughter of Richard and
Sandra Sharp.)

On Feb. 9, Theresa Stinson of Tyler went into cardiac arrest and was hospi-
talized. (She also had fractured ribs from the medics pounding on her chest.) At
the hospital, they diagnosed her with having pneumonia and a UTI. It was later
determined that the pneumonia was influencing the low oxygen level. She began
to feel better and was able to return home on Thursday.
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Doris Sharp (of Uniontown, Pa.) reports the following: “My neuropathy is keep-
ing me from standing long enough to transfer from one chair to the next. So I am
in rehab. | have the same problem in my hands. Thanks for the prayers.”

In the Feb. 7 bulletin, we mentioned that Robin Sikes was hospitalized with a diag-
nosis of cancer in both lungs and liver. She died on Feb. 13. Please remember the
family in your prayers.

In recent bulletins, have been giving updates about Scott Shaffer (who lived in
Minnesota but was wintering in Nashville, Tenn.). He died on Feb. 14. Please re-
member the family in your prayers.

Dorothea Manteuful West died unexpectedly on Feb. 14. Please remember
the family in your prayers.

“Proverbs 6:16-19—Part 7”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of

Feb. 21, 2026.

By Dave Havir

IG SANDY, Texas-At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, | continued with
aseven-part series. Thetitle of the pre-
sentation was “Proverbs 6:16-19—FPart 7.”
For the past seven weeks, | have been ad-
vertising this series as having seven parts—
to coincide with the seven traits listed in
Proverbs 6:16-19. It has been chalenging
tolimit my material to talking about the neg-
ative characteristics (aswell asthe contrast-
ing positive characteristics) in seven sep-
arate presentations about those seven verses.
Last Wednesday, | decided to expand to
an eighth presentation. Therefore, the Wednes-
day-night presentation included only the sev-
enth characteristic that God hates—that being
“sowing discord.”
My next presentation in the series will
talk about the seventh characteristic that God
loves—that being “ sowing peace and unity.”

What is discord?

According to Strong's Concordance, the
Hebrew word for discord (madon) means
“dissension, quarrel, strife and contention.”
Notice afew examples.

B Proverbs 6:14—A wicked person (verse
12) has perversity in his heart. He devises
evil continually. He sows “discord.”

W Proverbs 6:19—The seventh trait refers

to onewho sows “discord” among brethren.

B Proverbs 10:12—Hatred stirsup “ strife,”
and love coversall sins.

W Proverbs 15:18—A wrathful man stirs
up “strife.”

W Proverbs 16:28—A perverse man sows
“gtrife,” and a whisperer separates the best
of friends.

W Proverbs 17:14—The beginning of “strife’
islike releasing water. Therefore, stop con-
tention before a quarrel starts.

B Proverbs 26:20—Where thereis no wood,
thefire goesout. And, wherethereisno tale-
bearer, “ dtrife’ ceases.

B Proverbs 26:21—Ascharcoa isto burn-
ing coalsand aswood isto fire, soisa*con-
tentious’ man to kindle “ gtrife.”

B Proverbs 28:25—Hewhois of aproud
heart stirsup “strife.”

B Proverbs 29:22—An angry man stirsup
“drife”

Not always peace

Here are two foundational concepts.

First—there are many scriptures that show
the Father and Son bringing peace. Second—
however, the Father and Son sometimes do
not bring peace, but a sword.

M [saiah 45:7—The Lord said: “1 make
peace and create calamity.”

Notice what the Son of God said in
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Matthew 10:34-39.

B Matthew 10:34—Chrigt said: “Do not
think that | came to bring peace on earth. |
did not come to bring peace, but a sword.”

W Matthew 10:35—Christ said: “For | have
cometo ' set aman against hisfather, adaugh-
ter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law
againgt her mother-in-law.” ”

B Matthew 10:36—Chrigt said: “A man's
enemies will be those of his own house-
hold.”

B Matthew 10:37—Chrigt said: “Hewho
loves father or mother more than Meis not
worthy of Me. And hewho loves son or daugh-
ter more than Meis not worthy of Me.”

W Matthew 10:38—Christ said: “And he
who does not take up his cross and follow
after Meis not worthy of Me.”

B Matthew 10:39—Chrigt said: “Hewho
finds his life will lose it, and he who loses
hislife (for My sake) will find it.”

Now, let’slook at some of the peoplethat
the Father and Son use to cause discord.

Satan causes discord

B Job 1:12—When God initiated thefirst
trial for Job, He approved Satan's details and
set up limitations.

B Job 2:6—When God initiated the sec-
ond tria for Job, He approved Satan’s new
details and set up limitations.

B 2 Corinthians 4:2-4—The devil uses
craftiness and deceit to blind individuals from
the gospel.

B 2 Corinthians 11:3—The serpent deceived
Eve with his craftiness to lead people away
from the simplicity of Christ.

W 2 Corinthians 11:4—Some preach anoth-
er Jesus, adifferent spirit and adifferent gospel.

Civil leaders cause discord

W Matthew 20:25—Many civil leaderslord
it over people and exercise great authority
over them.

B [ uke 23:1-16—The Son of God had
to deal with Pilate and Herod.

Leaders in religious systems
cause discord

W Matthew 16:21—Christ began telling
His disciplesthat He must “ suffer many things
from the elders, chief priests and scribes.”

W Luke 11:53-54—L uke wrote: “The scribes
and Pharisees began to assall Him vehemently
and to cross-examine Him about many things—
lying in wait for Him and seeking to catch
Him in something He might say, that they
might accuse Him.”

W L uke 20:20—L uke wrote: “They [chief
priests and scribes, mentioned in verse 19]
watched Him and sent spies (who pretend-
ed to be righteous) that they might seize on
His words—in order to deliver Him to the
power and the authority of the governor.”

W Matthew 23:4—Christ said: “They [scribes
and Pharisees| bind heavy burdens (hard to
bear) and lay them on men’s shoulders, but
they themselves will not move them with
one of their fingers.”

B Matthew 23:6-10—Christ said that the
leaders wanted the best seats and the fancy
titles.

B Matthew 26:59—The chief priests, €ld-
ersand al the council sought false testimo-
ny against Christ to put Him to death.

People claiming to be religious
cause discord

W Acts 8:9-19—Simon previously prac-
ticed sorcery (in verses 9-11), was baptized
(inverse 13) and he offered money to buy power
(verses 18-19).

B Acts 13:6-10—A sorcerer and false proph-
et (in verse 6) sought to turn the proconsul
away fromthefaith (in verse 8) and was cor-
rected by Paul (in verses 9-10).

B 3 John 9-10—Diotrephes (who loved
the preeminence) did not receive peoplelike
John, prated about with malicious words, did
not receive the brethren and put them out of
the church.

B 3 John 12—On the other hand, Demetrius
had a good reputation.

Thought for the week

“Jesus asked: Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day?”



