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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Bald

Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton
(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Peter 2:1–10

Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton

Quick takes

1. Pastor’s travel—Today, Dave Havir is giving a presentation at a congrega-
tion in the Houston area. (He is spending the night to be available to partic-
ipate in a memorial service for George Crow.)

2. Memorial service for George Crow—The memorial service for George Crow
is scheduled at the West Houston Airport on Sunday, Aug. 3, at 11:00 a.m.
Terry Post (of the South Texas Church of God) and Dave Havir are planning
to give recollections.

3. Dominoes—Tomorrow at 11:00 a.m.

4. Wednesday-night Bible study—Aug. 6 at 7:00.

5. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Devastating Tsunamis Did Not Fol-
low Russia Earthquake” by Nikk Ogasa.

6. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Ninth Commandment—Part 2” by
Dave Havir.

7. Eye on the World—Four articles and 162 headlines.
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Prayer updates

Nancy Diraison remains careful about putting weight on her right lower leg, but
she reported that she was able to do some selective driving this week.

Vonda Ouellette thanks you for your prayers following her surgery last Monday.

Dave McLearen reported: “The back procedure went very well. I have a slight
numbness in my right leg, but the back pain is almost nonexistent. Thanks.”

In the April 26 bulletin, we mentioned that Rose Ann Terhorst (of Mineola) had
hip surgery on April 22. Last Sunday, she reported: “I finally got my lymphatic pump,
and it’s helping a lot. I still have two more procedures (one on each leg because I
don’t have proper circulation). I miss being at church. I will be back at church as soon
as I get my truck out of the shop (the motor had to be replaced).”

On Monday, Ray Hall was released from the hospital on Monday and sent the
following message: “I want to ask you to pass along my complete gratitude for all
the prayers and support that you and all your prayer warriors provided.”

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Morris Foster was scheduled for a
cystoscopy (to insert a camera into his bladder) on Monday. On Tuesday, he re-
ported: “The urologist ran the camera up into my bladder. He found a tumor in my
bladder. I am scheduled to go to the hospital on Aug. 28 to have bladder surgery
to remove the tumor—and also to have a TURP [transurethral resection of the
prostate]. I haven’t decided yet if I am going to have the TURP until I get more
information. Thank you so much for your prayers and concern.”

Wayne Holmes of Tulsa, Okla. (who suffered a heart attack and had triple-
bypass surgery), was readmitted after experiencing difficulty breathing and a
dangerously low pulse.The doctor was concerned about a pulmonary embolism.
He returned home on Thursday.

New prayer requests

When Lisa Smith was playing with her cat last Monday, she tripped when the cat
ran between her legs. She landed on her left knee and suffered a deep-bone bruise.

Jake and Tiffany Dunnam reported having a rough day on Thursday. Their
challenges included: difficulty with their home insurance, needing roof repair and
experiencing more air-conditioning problems. When Mr. Dunnam reported his
challenges for Dave Havir’s text list, he made his prayer request in a humorous
manner: “I just wanted to let you all know—whoever is praying for me to have
patience, strength and wisdom, please stop.” They truly appreciate your prayers.

Ed Costanza (of Edgewood, N.M.) had knee-replacement surgery on his left
knee on Monday. Mr. Costanza reports that he is recovering well from the sur-
gery. He and Louella look forward to visiting our congregation to accept Dave
Havir’s invitation to speak.
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“

“Ninth Commandment—Part 2”

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued with
our series. The topic is the Ten Com-

mandments. The presentation was titled “Ninth
Commandment—Part 2.”

I decided to spend five individual presen-
tations on the Ninth Commandment.

Foundational scripture
� Exodus 20:2—“I am the LORD your

God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.”

Then, the Lord proceeded to remind the
children of Israel about the Ten Command-
ments.

Old Testament lesson = After God deliv-
ered them from Egypt, He reminded them
of His expectations from them.

New Testament lesson = When God offers
His bountiful grace to New Testament dis-
ciples, He still has expectations of them (Ro-
mans 6:1-2, Ephesians 2:8-10 and Titus 3:4-8).

Ninth Commandment
� Exodus 20:16—“You shall not bear false

witness against your neighbor.”

Two major concepts
Following are two verses in the book of

Proverbs that mention two major concepts
associated with the Ninth Commandment.
� Proverbs 19:5—“A false witness will

not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies
will not escape.”
� Proverbs 19:9—“A false witness will

not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies
shall perish.”

Many view the Ninth Commandment as deal-
ing with being a false witness in the legal
system and with speaking lies in general.

Five presentations
Here is a list of the topics for the five

presentations in this series.
1. False witness in a legal setting
2. Matthew 5:38-42

3. Examples of dealing with false wit-
nesses

4. Speaking lies in general
5. The amazing story of Rahab

Quick reminder
Before we launch into a discussion about

Matthew 5:38-42, let’s take a quick look back
at the conclusion of last week’s presentation
and at last week’s article.
�Deuteronomy 19:21—“Your eye shall

not pity: life shall be for life, eye for eye, tooth
for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.”

Many Bible students are aware that the
Son of God gave a warning about the idea
of “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”
in Matthew 5:38-39.
�Matthew 5:38-39—The Son of God

said: “You have heard that it was said, ‘An
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But
I tell you . . .”

What did the Son of God say?
�Matthew 5:39-42—“But I tell you not

to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps
you on your right cheek, turn the other to
him also. If anyone wants to sue you and
take away your tunic, let him have your cloak
also. And whoever compels you to go one
mile, go with him two. Give to him who
asks you and, from him who wants to bor-
row from you, do not turn away.”

Important question
With Deuteronomy 19:21 and Matthew

5:38-42 in mind, which of the following should
be your approach?
� Eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth?
� Turn the other cheek?
I recommend that you consider Ecclesi-

astes 3:1-8.

Mixture of authorities
As you consider how to behave and how

to talk around authorities in this world, I

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Aug. 2, 2025.
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would like to express three opinions.
� First—For most of our lives, the citi-

zens of the United States (which is a consti-
tutional republic) have had to be more mind-
ful about dealing with the civil authorities
than dealing with the religious authorities.
� Second—Citizens in many nations around

the world are already dealing with  civil author-
ities and religious authorities.
� Third—When the prophecy of Revela-

tion 13 is occurring, the world will deal
with civil authorities and religious authorities.

Examples of the Son of God
�Matthew 5:25-26—The Son of God said

—“Agree with your adversary quickly (while
you are on the way with him), lest your ad-
versary deliver you to the judge, the judge
hand you over to the officer, and you be
thrown into prison. Assuredly, I say to you,
you will by no means get out of there until
you have paid the last penny.”

Notice the following scriptures mention-
ing both the religious authorities and the civil
authorities.
�Matthew 10:16—Be wise as serpents

and harmless as doves.
�Matthew 10:17—“Beware of men, for

they will deliver you up to [religious] coun-
cils and scourge you in their synagogues.”
�Matthew 10:18—“You will be brought

before governors and kings for My sake.”

Different descriptions in Gospels
Let’s notice how the four Gospel writers

described a historical event.
�Matthew 26:52-56—The Son of God

said to Peter: “Put your sword in its place,
for all who take the sword will perish by the
sword. Or do you think that I cannot now
pray to My Father, and He will provide Me
with more than 12 legions of angels? How
then could the Scripture be fulfilled, that it
must happen thus?”
�Mark 14:47—Mark wrote: “And one

of those who stood by drew his sword and
struck the servant of the high priest, and cut
off his ear.”
� Luke 22:49-50—Luke wrote: “When

those around Him saw what was going to
happen, they said to Him: ‘Lord, shall we
strike with the sword?’ And one of them

struck the servant of the high priest and cut
off his right ear.”
� John 18:11—The Son of God said to

Peter: “Put your sword into the sheath. Shall
I not drink the cup which My Father has giv-
en Me?”
� John 18:36—The Son of God said to

Pilate: “My kingdom is not of this world. If
My kingdom were of this world, My ser-
vants would fight, so that I should not be de-
livered to the Jews. But now My kingdom
is not from here.”

Stephen to religious authorities
� Acts 6:12—The elders and scribes seized

Stephen and brought him before the council.
�Acts 7:1—Stephen was giving the his-

tory lesson to the high priest.
�Acts 7:51-60—Stephen talked strong-

ly to the religious authorities.

National rights before civil authorities
Notice two examples where the apostle

Paul asserted his national rights before the
civil  authorities.
�Acts 16:37-39—As a Roman citizen,

Paul objected to the magistrates punishing
him publicly and wanting to release him in
secret.
�Acts 22:25-29—Paul asked a centuri-

on: “Is it lawful for you to scourge an inno-
cent Roman citizen?” The centurion warned
the commander.

Getting mouthy with a religious authority
�Acts 23:2—The high priest command-

ed people to hit Paul on the mouth.
�Acts 23:3—Paul responded: “God will

strike you, you white-washed wall! For you
sit to judge me according to the law, and do
you command me to be struck contrary to
the law?”
�Acts 23:4—Those who stood by asked:

“Do you revile God’s high priest?”
�Acts 23:5—Paul acknowledged (by

quoting scripture) that he should not have
spoken against the high priest—but he did
not apologize for speaking strongly.

When you have more time
� Read Romans 13:1-5
� Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-8


