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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Bailey

Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton
(also transmitted live)

Order of service–3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ephesians 6:10–18

Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton

Quick takes

1. Pastor’s travel— On Friday, June 6, Dave Havir embarked on a business trip
(via his car)—that will also include brief visits with his brother in West
Virginia and two sisters in Pennsylvania.

� He is scheduled to speak in Tennessee on June 7.
� He is scheduled to speak in Kentucky on June 14.
� He considered visiting New York City (which is 92 miles from Allen-

town, Pa.) or Washington, D.C. (which is 188 miles from Allentown),
but he views those cities as more dangerous than previous times.

� If you need to talk with him, feel free to text or call him.
� Mr. Havir hopes to be back home on Tuesday, June 17.

2. Today, Dave Havir is giving a Bible study and a sermon in Decaturville, Tenn.
(Tonight, many in that congregation will be playing the dice game bunco.
After most of the congregation goes home, Mr. Havir and seven other peo-
ple might play a game of double hearts.)

3. Dominoes—Tomorrow at 11:00 a.m.

4. Wednesday-night Bible study by Neil McIver—June 11 at 7:00.
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5. Board election proceeds into June—The nomination process for the board
was completed in May. Now, the annual election process proceeds through
the month of June.There were three members of the congregation (John Harris,
Reg Killingley and Melodee Searls) who received votes, but they informed
Dave Havir that they wanted the names of other people in the congregation
to go forward on the ballot at this time. Here are the names of the four peo-
ple who agreed to let their name proceed forward.

� Daniel Hammons
� Sue Jones

6. Presentation on June 21 about trip to Israel—Dave Havir asked Don Smith to
give two presentations about his recent trip to Israel. (Mr. Smith and Mr. Havir,
who graduated in the same class at Ambassador College in 1974, participat-
ed together in an archaeological dig in Jerusalem in the summer of 1972.) A
few weeks ago, Mr. Smith went back to Israel for the first time in 53 years. Mr.
Smith plans to show accompanying slides during his presentation on June 21.

7. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Speaker Urges ‘Balance’ in Use of
‘Sacred Names’ ” by Dixon Cartwright.

8. Among Friends —This week’s article is “Third Commandment” by Dave Havir.

9. Eye on the World—This abbreviated edition has only one article.

Prayer updates

On Wednesday, Linda Moers reported: “Not the best news I was hoping for, when
I saw the laryngologist today. It seems I’m in a holding pattern for right now. My left
vocal cord is not working. The right cord is trying to move some. If he did some-
thing to my voice better, it would make my breathing worse. The worst-case sce-
nario is a tracheotomy, which is my worst nightmare. He said that I am not at that
point. He is putting me on a medication that might help the vocal cords and help
me to both breathe better and have better voice quality. I go back to see him in six
weeks to see if there is any improvement with the medications.” On Thursday, she
added: “The medication is a calcium channel blocker and has been shown (in some
studies) to help with vocal-fold paralysis. Hopefully, I will be able to tolerate the
medication. I appreciate everyone’s prayers for the situation. Thank you.”

Scriptures to consider

Matthew 7:21-23—“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that
day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,
and done many wonders in Your name?’And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’”

Titus 1:16—“They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abomi-
nable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.”

� Neil McIver
� Doyle Welborn
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“

“Third Commandment”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of June 7, 2025.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued with
our series. The topic is the Ten Com-

mandments. The presentation was titled “Third
Commandment.”

The presentation mentioned two general
categories—briefly mentioning the actual
name, but spending the majority of the time
discussing actions that dishonor the family
name.

Foundational scripture
� Exodus 20:2—“I am the LORD your

God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”

Then, the Lord proceeded to remind the
children of Israel about the Ten Command-
ments.

Old Testament lesson = After God deliv-
ered them from Egypt, He reminded them
of His expectations from them.

New Testament lesson = When God offers
His bountiful grace to New Testament dis-
ciples, He still has expectations of them (Ro-
mans 6:1-2, Ephesians 2:8-10 and Titus 3:4-8).

Third Commandment
� Exodus 20:7—“You shall not take the

name of the Lord your God in vain, for the
LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes
His name in vain.”

Brief comments: Sacred Name movement
Although I do not believe that the actual

name is the main point of this command-
ment, I believe that the topic of the actual
name should at least be mentioned.

Following is an excerpt from gotques-
tions.org: “Related to the Hebrew Roots Move-
ment, the Sacred Name Movement developed
from the Church of God (Seventh Day) in
the 1930s . . . The Sacred Name Movement
teaches that only ‘Yahweh’ is to be used as
the name of God and only ‘Yahshua’ is to
be used as the name of Jesus . . . From the
original Sacred Name Movement, several

subgroups have formed—including the As-
semblies of Yahweh, the Assembly of Yah-
weh, the House of Yahweh and Yahweh’s Res-
toration Ministry.”

For the record—the complete writing (which
included the excerpt above) gave its criti-
cism about the Sacred Name movement. I
chose to avoid mentioning the criticism be-
cause I wanted to report about the origin. I
do not criticize people who use the “Sacred
Names.”

I understand that I get criticized on both
sides of this issue.
� Some people (who strongly believe that

the Sacred Names must be used) criticize
me because I don’t feel compelled to be re-
stricted to using those names.
�Yet other people (who don’t like the

Sacred Names) criticize me because I am
supportive of people having the freedom to
use those names—the names of their con-
victions.

In our congregation, we have brothers
and sisters who love the Father (God or
Yahweh) and the Son (Jesus or Yahshua).

Blaspheming the name of the Lord
Here are only two examples (one in Levi-

ticus and one in Revelation) that appear to
be people blaspheming the name of God.
� Leviticus 24:10-14—When a son got

into a fight leading to him blaspheming the
name of the Lord and cursing, the punish-
ment was severe—taken to Moses, put into
custody, put outside the camp, the witness-
es who heard him laid hands on him, and
the congregation stoned him.
� Leviticus 24:15-16—Instruction to the

children of Israel: “Whoever curses his God
shall bear his sin. And whoever blasphemes
the name of the Lord shall surely be put to
death.”
� Revelation 13:5-6—The beast was given

a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies
. . . Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy
against God, to blaspheme His name, His
tabernacle and those who dwell in heaven.
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Bad actions dishonor the name
Haven’t you noticed how bad actions tar-

nish a good name?
� Being called a doctor does not prove that

someone is behaving like a doctor. Bad ac-
tions by a doctor undermine his title.
� Being called a teacher does not prove

that someone is behaving like a teacher. Bad
actions by a teacher undermine her title.
� Being called a disciple of the Father

and the Son does not prove that someone is
behaving like a disciple. Bad actions by a re-
ligious person seeking to please the Father
(God or Yahweh) and the Son (Jesus or
Yahshua) undermine the person’s effort.

Old Testament bad behavior
dishonors the name

I spent most of the time reading scriptures
about bad actions dishonoring the name. There
are many examples of bad actions dishon-
oring the name.
� Leviticus 18:21—“You shall not pro-

fane the name of your God: I am the LORD.”
(How? Read all the wrong behavior in the
chapter that displeases the Lord.)
� Leviticus 21:6—“They [the priests] shall

be holy to their God and not profane the
name of their God.”
� Ezekiel 36:17—“When the house of

Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled
it by their own ways and deeds. To Me their
way was like the uncleanness of a woman
in her customary impurity.”
� Ezekiel 36:23—“I will sanctify My great

name (which has been profaned among the
nation) which you have profaned in their
midst. The nations shall know that I am the
LORD.”
�Malachi 1:6—How did the priests de-

spise His name? 
�Malachi 1:7-8—They offered lame of-

ferings.
�Malachi 1:11—“My name shall be great

among the Gentiles” and “My name shall
be great among the nations.”
�Malachi 2:7—The lips of a priest should

keep knowledge, and people should seek the
law from his mouth.
�Malachi 2:8—But you have departed

from the way. You have stumbled at the law.

Words of the Son of God
�Matthew 7:21—Not everyone who talks

religiously (saying “Lord, Lord”) shall en-
ter the Kingdom of Heaven. Are people do-
ing the will of the Father?
�Matthew 7:22-23—Even though these

people were claiming the name and doing
wonders, the Son of God said: “I never
knew you.”
�Mark 7:6—Many people honor the Lord

with their lips, but they are far from Him.
�Mark 7:7—Many people worship the

Lord in vain, because they teach doctrines
of men.
�Mark 7:8—Many people teach traditions

of men instead of the commandments of God.

Words of Paul
� 1 Timothy 6:1—Servants honoring mas-

ters help the name of God and His doctrine
to not be blasphemed.
� Titus 1:16—“They profess to know God,

but in works [actions] they deny Him, being
abominable, disobedient.”
� Titus 2:3-5—When the older women

teach the younger women, it helps the Word
of God to not be blasphemed.
� Titus 2:6-8—When the older men teach

the younger men, it sets a pattern of good be-
havior.
� Titus 2:10—Obedient servants help to

adorn the doctrine of God, our Savior in all
things.

Words of James
� James 1:26—“If anyone among you thinks

he is religious and does not bridle his tongue
but deceives his heart, this one’s religion is
useless.”
� James 1:27—Pure and undefiled reli-

gion before God and the Father is visiting
orphans and widows in their trouble and
keeping oneself unspotted from the world.
� James 2:7—Don’t they (the rich) blas-

pheme the noble name by their behavior?
(James 2:1-7 shows that some were critical
toward the people who didn’t dress in the
assembly according to the expectation of other
people in the assembly.)
� James 2:8—If you fulfill the royal law

according to the Scripture, you do well.


