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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Scripture reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Samuel 17:33 –51

Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daniel Hammons

Quick takes

1. Thank you—The Big Sandy Museum thanks the congregation for hosting its
fundraiser last Saturday evening.

2. Dominoes tomorrow—If you are interested in playing dominoes tomorrow at
11:00 a.m., please let Sue Jones know.

3. Wednesday-night Bible study—Feb. 19 at 7:00. (Last Wednesday, Wynn Skel-
ton completed his five-part series about angels. Dave Havir is scheduled to
start a new series this coming Wednesday evening.)

4. Board meeting—There is a board meeting scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 23, at
4:00 p.m. All are welcome.

5. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Focus on God, Your Giants Tum-
ble” by Max Lucado.

6. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Trust the Lord—Psalm 57” by Dave
Havir.

7. Eye on the World—Not finished at bulletin deadline.
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Prayer updates

Please continue to pray that Gary Wilson can be accepted for the insurance to
help him with his rehabilitation. This would have two major benefits. First, he
would be able to have the rehab that he needs. Second, this would take pressure
off Lisa Smith as so many of the responsibilities fall back upon her. Her moth-
er often comes from Louisiana to help her daughter, but they can all use more
trained people to help with the rehab. Thank you.

On Tuesday, Bernie Monsalvo gave the following report about Paula’s surgery:
“The infected breast cyst was removed. We praise God for His many benefits.”

In the Dec. 14 bulletin, we mentioned that Ella Horter of Willow Grove, Pa. (aunt
of Mickey Voyce), was diagnosed with cancer at numerous locations (includ-
ing her spine, rib cage and hip). She has been taking chemotherapy. Please re-
member her in your prayers.

Please remember Jerry and JayDee Chalmers of the Huntsville congregation
as they deal with ongoing health challenges.

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Dave Havir went to Mississippi last Sat-
urday to speak at a sister congregation, but also to visit with Anthony and Pam
Kimmons, who was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in August. Mr. Havir reports
that he spent five hours with the Kimmonses on Friday, but that Mrs. Kimmons
was not feeling well enough for more interaction on Saturday night.There were var-
ious health trials through the week, and the Kimmonses have reported to their
many friends on various outlets: “Your prayers and expressions of encouraging
support have meant the world to us. We are convinced that the Father has heard
everyone’s prayers and supported us with the strength we have needed so far in
this trial. We send our deepest heartfelt appreciation for all the support you give.”

New prayer requests

Martha McIver was diagnosed with norovirus. After the nausea and vomiting
stopped, she was very sore and weak. Because the virus is considered very con-
tagious, she was planning to stay away from people to avoid spreading it to you.
She appreciates your prayers.

Mickey Voyce reported that she has been diagnosed with covid.

From church bulletins

“At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be
‘What Is Hell?’ Come early and listen to our choir practice.”

“The Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday
at 7:00 p.m. Please use the back door.”
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“Trust the Lord—Psalm 57”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Feb. 15, 2025.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—This weekend,
I want to remind you about a passage in
the book of Psalms that eloquently talks

about trusting the Lord.

Background information
Before we read Psalm 57, let’s notice some

background information. Notice the inscrip-
tion for Psalm 57.

It reads: “To the Chief Musician. Set to ‘Do
Not Destroy.’A Michtam of David when he
fled from Saul into the cave.”

Let’s briefly look at some history about
David leading up to the cave.

David was chosen to be king
� 1 Samuel 16:1—The Lord told Sam-

uel that He would provide a king from the
sons of Jesse the Bethlehemite.
� 1 Samuel 16:5—Jesse and his sons were

consecrated and invited to a sacrifice.
� 1 Samuel 16:10-11—Jesse made seven

of his sons pass before Samuel—before bring-
ing his youngest son to Samuel.
� 1 Samuel 16:12-13—Samuel anointed

David in the midst of his brothers.
� 1 Samuel 16:14-23—Saul was troubled

by a distressing spirit “from the Lord” and
for a skillful harp player.

David battled Goliath
� 1 Samuel 17:1-16—When the Israel-

ites and the Philistines gathered for battle, a
champion soldier (Goliath) challenged the Is-
raelites 40 days to produce a warrior.
� 1 Samuel 17:26—When David showed

up at the battlefield, he made the famous
statement: “Who is this uncircumcised Philis-
tine, that he should defy the armies of the
living God?”
� 1 Samuel 17:33-37—David convinced

Saul to let him challenge Goliath.
� 1 Samuel 17:51—When the Philistines

saw that their champion was dead, they fled.

“Focus on God, Your Giants Tumble”

This article is from the “Edifying the Body” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Feb. 15, 2025.

By Max Lucado

SAN ANTONIO, Texas—Do you remem-
ber what King David of the Bible said
to the Philistine giant called Goliath?

1 Samuel 17:45—“You come to me with
a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin.
But I come to you in the name of the LORD
Almighty.”

You know your Goliath.
You recognize his walk, the thunder of

his voice.
He taunts you.
�With bills you can’t pay.
�With people you can’t please.
�With habits you can’t break.
�With failures you can’t forget.
�And with a future you can’t face.

But, just like David, you can face your giant
—even if you aren’t the strongest, the smart-
est, the best equipped or the holiest.

You could read David’s story and won-
der what God saw in him.

His life has little to offer the unstained,
straight-A saint.

He fell as often as he stood, and he stum-
bled as often as he conquered.

But, for those who know the sound of Go-
liath, David gives this reminder: “Focus on
giants, you stumble; focus on God, your giants
tumble.”

If you are ready to face your giants, let
his story inspire you. The same God, who
helped him, will help you.
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Saul became jealous
� 1 Samuel 18:5—Saul set David over

the men of war.
� 1 Samuel 18:6-9—When Saul and David

returned home, the women of Israel cele-
brated David more than they celebrated Saul—
causing a jealous Saul to be very angry.

Saul threw a spear at David
� 1 Samuel 18:11—Saul threw a spear

at David—twice.
� 1 Samuel 18:29—Saul was still afraid

of David, so he continually became David’s
enemy.
� 1 Samuel 19:9-10—Saul had a spear

in his hand and sought to pin David to the
wall with the spear.

Saul threw a spear at Jonathan
� 1 Samuel 20:13—Jonathan hatched a plan

to communicate to David whether he was
safe or whether he should hide: “If it pleas-
es my father to do evil, then I will report it
to you and send you away that you may go
in safety.”
� 1 Samuel 20:32-33—When Jonathan

asked his father why he wanted to kill David,
Saul became angry and cast a spear at Jonathan.
� 1 Samuel 20:42—Jonathan told David

that he should get away from Saul.

David went to a priest
� 1 Samuel 21:1—When David went to

the priest in Nob (Ahimelech),  the priest asked
why David was alone.
� 1 Samuel 21:2—David lied—saying

he was on business from the king and that
his men were at a nearby location.
� 1 Samuel 21:3-4—When David asked

for bread, the priest asked if his men kept them-
selves from women.
� 1 Samuel 21:5-6—When David told

the priest that his men (allegedly at a near-
by location) had not been with women for
three days, the priest gave David holy bread.
�Matthew 12:1-4—When the Son of God

recalled the historical account, He (interest-
ingly enough) did not criticize David for mak-
ing the request or the priest for breaking
the law.

Temporary alignment with King Achish
�1 Samuel 21:10—David fled Saul by visiting

Achish (the king of Gath) forging an alliance
based on a mutual enemy (if your enemy is Saul
and my enemy is Saul, we can become friends).
�1 Samuel 21:11-12—When David saw

that the servants of King Achish were suspi-
cious of him, David became concerned how
King Achish would respond to him.
�1 Samuel 21:13-15—To escape the situ-

ation, David pretended to be insane.
(At first glance, this plan seems to be quite

clever. But wait a minute. Isn’t this the sameman
who was not afraid of the giant Goliath? Why is
he afraid now?)

Here is a famous quote from Max Lucado:
“Focus on giants, you stumble. Focus on God,
giants tumble.”

Now, the cave
1 Samuel 22:1—David therefore departed

from Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam.
Psalm 57:1—“Be merciful to me, O God, be

merciful to me! For my soul trusts in You;and in the
shadow of Your wings I will make my refuge, until
these calamities have passed by.”

Psalm 57:2-3—“I will cry out to God Most
High, to God who performs all things for me.
He shall send from heaven and save me; He
reproaches the one who would swallow me up.
Selah. God shall send forth His mercy and His
truth.”

Psalm 57:4-6—“My soul is among lions; I
lie among the sons of men who are set on fire,
whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their
tongue a sharp sword. Be exalted, O God,
above the heavens; let Your glory be above all
the earth. They have prepared a net for my
steps; my soul is bowed down; they have dug a
pit before me; into the midst of it they them-
selves have fallen. Selah.”

Psalm 57:7-8—“My heart is steadfast, O
God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give
praise. Awake, my glory! Awake, lute and harp!
I will awaken the dawn.”

Psalm 57:9-10—“I will praise You, O Lord,
among the peoples; I will sing to You among the
nations. For Your mercy reaches unto the heav-
ens, and Your truth unto the clouds.”

Psalm 57:11—“Be exalted, O God, above the
heavens; let Your glory be above all the
earth.”


