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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church of God Big Sandy

ChurchofGodBigSandy.com

Dec. 28, 2024 • 1:00 p.m. • Sunset 5:22

Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . Daniel Hammons
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 71:1–24
Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton

Quick takes

1. Dominoes tomorrow—There will be dominoes tomorrow at 11:00 a.m.

2. Board meeting tomorrow—There is a board meeting scheduled in the build-
ing on Sunday, Dec. 29, at 4:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

3. Wednesday-night Bible study—Jan. 3 at 7:00.

4. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Iron Sharpens Iron” by Gerald Gill.

5. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Emotional Bank Account—Part 6” by
Dave Havir.

6. Eye on the World—Not finished at printing deadline.

7. Please remember to pray for the following people who are not able to regu-
larly attend our church service.

� Mickey Ashcraft � Ronnie Shirley
� Judy Biggs � Elaine Townsend
� Angela Dunnam � Mickey Voyce
� Timberly Dunnam � Donna Weese
� Ruth Roe

In verses 2-8, notice 14 contrasting be-
haviors.
�A time to be born and a time to die.
�A time to plant and a time to pluck

what is planted.
�A time to kill and a time to heal.
�A time to break down and a time to

build up.
�A time to weep and a time to laugh.
�A time to mourn and a time to dance.
�A time to cast away stones and a time

to gather stones.
�A time to embrace and a time to refrain

from embracing.
�A time to gain and a time to lose.
�A time to keep and a time to throw

away.
�A time to tear and a time to sew.
�A time to keep silent and a time to speak.
�A time to love and a time to hate.
�A time of war and a time of peace.

Tempted in all points
The second concept is that the Son of

God was tempted in all points.
Hebrews 4:15—Our High Priest sympa-

thizes with our weakness, since He was tempt-
ed in all points.

Emotion and self-control
The third concept is that the Son of God

had emotion and self-control.
�Mark 3:5—The Son of God had anger—

without sinning.
� Ephesians 4:26—It is possible to be

angry without sinning.

A time to answer 
The fourth concept is that the Son of God

showed that there was a time to answer.
� Proverbs 26:4-5—“Do not answer a

fool according to his folly, lest you also be
like him. Answer a fool according to his
folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes.”
� John 8:41, 44—When the religious peo-

ple accused the Son of God of being born
of fornication, He answered by saying that
their father was the devil.

A time to keep quiet
The fifth concept is that the Son of God

showed that there was a time to keep quiet.

� Isaiah 53:7—A prophecy about the Son
of God said: “He was oppressed and He
was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth.”
�Matthew 26:63—When the high priest

grilled the Son of God, He initially stayed
silent.
�Matthew 26:64—When the Son of God

decided to talk, He told about sitting on the
right hand of the Father.
�Matthew 27:12-14—When Pilate grilled

the Son of God, He answered not one word.
�Mark 14:61—When the high priest grilled

the Son of God, He initially stayed silent.
�Mark 14:62—When the Son of God

decided to talk, He told about sitting on the
right hand “of the Power.” 
�Mark 15:3-5—When Pilate grilled the

Son of God, He answered nothing.
� John 19:9—When Pilate grilled the Son

of God, He gave no answer.

A time for strong action
The sixth concept is that the Son of God

showed that there was a time for strong action.
� John 2:14-15—The Son of God over-

turned tables in the temple.
�Matthew 21:12-13—The Son of God

overturned tables in the temple. (Also men-
tioned in Mark 11:15-17 and in Luke 19:45-46.)

A time to turn the other cheek
The seventh concept is that the Son of

God showed that there was a time to turn
the other check.

Matthew 26:50—The Son of God allowed
the soldiers to lay hands on Him and to take
Him.

1 Peter 2:19-25—The Son of God set an
example of suffering, while He was inno-
cent.

Avoid revenge 
The eighth concept is that the disciples

should avoid revenge.
Romans 12:17—Do not repay evil for evil.
Romans 12:18—As much as possible,

live peaceably with all people.
Romans 12:19—Do not avenge yourself,

since vengeance is the Lord’s.
Romans 12:20-21—Do not be overcome

by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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Prayer updates

In last week’s bulletin, we reported that Gloria Hoppe had had no solid food for
more than two weeks due to extreme nausea and vomiting. (We quoted Mrs.
Hoppe as saying: “In my 76 years, I’ve never been this sick.”) On Tuesday, she
considered going back to the ER. On Wednesday, she reported some improve-
ment, mentioning that creamed corn worked. She appreciates your prayers.

Timberly Dunnam reports that she had two great days last week and a cou-
ple of good days this week. She and her family thank everyone for the encour-
agement, support and lovely cards.

New prayer requests

On Thursday, Benny West found his mother (Shirley West) barely able to breathe
and in bad shape. He called an ambulance and went to a hospital in Longview.
Stan West left his work in Shreveport to join them. Stan West reported: “The
doctor said that Mom was experiencing increased heart failure and that she has
a pocket of fluid between her heart and left lung. Draining the fluid would give her
relief. Ben and I request no visitors until she has the fluid removal over with and
is rested.” On Friday, Mr. West reported: “The doctor removed the fluid and said
she has the flu—called type B. It is probably not a good idea for people to visit.
She will have physical therapy to get her walking again. She will be in the hospi-
tal through the weekend—and Ben and I will work on more care for her.” The
family thanks you for your prayers.

On Monday, Daniel Carter reported that he was recently diagnosed with a
detached retina in his right eye.

Last Sunday, Carolyn Easter (mother of Linda Benton) was taken to a hos-
pital with heart symptoms. The hospital staff said that there was no heart attack
or stroke. She went home on Monday.

On Thursday, Donna Weese had cataract surgery on her right eye. She is sched-
uled for cataract surgery on her left eye on Jan. 9.

Sophia Mobley of Tulsa, Okla., is a 7-year-old girl who has been diagnosed
with leukemia.

Mark McGarbey of Tulsa, Okla., had foot surgery.

On Monday, Alvin Duchane of Broken Arrow, Okla., had surgery to remove a
cancerous tumor.

Vince Ogorek of Elk Grove Village, Ill., requests prayers “for divine healing for
personal injuries, a recent fall and vision loss.”

Thought for the week

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”—The Apostle Paul

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I finished a series
with a presentation titled “Emotional

Bank Account—Part 6.” Following are the
six subtitles of the six presentations.
� The subtitle for the first presentation

was “Father and Son Make Deposits Into
Your Emotional Bank Account.”
� The subtitle for the second presenta-

tion was “God Made Positive Withdrawals
From Christ’s Emotional Bank Account.”
� The subtitle for the third presentation

was “God Makes Positive Withdrawals From
Disciples’ Emotional Bank Account.”
� The subtitle for the fourth presentation

was “Situations Where Disciples Make Posi-
tive Withdrawals From People.”
� The subtitle for the fifth presentation

was “Disciples Need to Make Deposits Into
the Lives of People.”
� The subtitle for the sixth presentation

was “Dealing With the Negative Withdraw-
als That People Take From Us.”

Different withdrawals
Parts 3 and 4 had already talked about with-

drawals, but part 6 was different. I described
parts 3 and 4 as positive withdrawals, because
the purpose and motivation of those with-
drawals were to lead to deposits.

However, the withdrawals in part 6 are
not motivated by good.
� These withdrawals may come from care-

lessness or rudeness.
� But these withdrawals may also come

from something more sinister—meanness
or evil.

�A purpose of this article is to help read-
ers to practice dealing with adversity.

Weekly reminder by Covey
Author Stephen Covey wrote about “the

Emotional Bank Account” in his book The
7 Habits of Highly Effective People. Following
are excerpts.

On page 188, Covey wrote: “We all know
what a financial bank account is. We make
deposits into it and build up a reserve from
which we can make withdrawals when we
need it. An Emotional Bank Account is a
metaphor that describes the amount of trust
that’s been built up in a relationship. It’s the
feeling of safeness you have with another
human being.

“If I make deposits into an Emotional Bank
Account with you through courtesy, kind-
ness, honesty, and keeping my commitments
to you, I build up a reserve. Your trust toward
me becomes higher, and I call upon that trust
many times if I need to. I can even make
mistakes and that trust level (that emotion-
al reserve) will compensate for it.”

Eight main points
In this article, we want to discuss concepts

of dealing with the negative withdrawals
that people make toward us. I organized the
material into eight major points.

Understand judgment and timing
The first concept is to understand judg-

ment and timing. Notice Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.
� Ecclesiastes 3:1—There is a season for

everything, and there is time for every pur-
pose under heaven.

“Emotional Bank Account—Part 6”

This article is from the “Among Friends” of the Church of God’s Big Sandy’s web-
site (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Dec. 28, 2024.

Big cats in East Texas

Angela Dunnam reported recent dealings with animals, She said: “We are hav-
ing trouble in our neighborhood from big cats. It was confirmed that a mountain
lion has killed a dog and last night [Thursday] killed a miniature horse. Also, we
have confirmed the sighting of a black panther and also confirmed the sighting
of a large bobcat just past our driveway.”


