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Dec. 14, 2024 • 1:00 p.m. • Sunset 5:15

Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . Daniel Hammons
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leviticus 19:9 –18
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daniel Hammons

Quick takes

1. Food donation—Last Sunday, Dave Havir took Neil McIver (church treasur-
er and local businessman) to a local contact for getting great sale prices on
food items.They bought food items (including 339 canned goods).The items
were distributed to the local Agape House and to families in the congrega-
tion. (Mr. Havir mentioned: “I am aware that Matthew 6:1-4 instructs people
not to mention charitable deeds publicly for personal glory. We as a con-
gregation are not seeking any glory for our limited efforts to serve. My pur-
pose for mentioning it is to inform the congregation how we are spending
part of your donations.”)

2 Dominoes tomorrow—There will be dominoes tomorrow at 11:00 a.m.

3. Wednesday-night Bible study—Dec. 18 at 7:00.

4. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “An Unexpected Journey” by Shirley
West.

5. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Emotional Bank Account—Part 5” by
Dave Havir.

6. Eye on the World—Not finished at printing deadline.
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Prayer updates

On Thursday, Angela Dunnam gave the following positive report: “I just got out
of the Breast Center. They did two diagnostic mammograms and an ultrasound.
The radiologist believes it is a fibroid cyst twisted in the breast tissue that was
making the lump. The report was that it is not cancer. I am to keep an eye on it
and, if it gets bigger, I have to come back in. Thank you for all your support.”

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Jonathan Overton (grandson of Melo-
dee Eishen) has been diagnosed with ankylosing spondylitis.Mrs. Eishen re-
ported: “He has made a lot of improvement. He didn’t need additional shots. His
eye doctor was pleased. Thank you for your prayers.”

In the Nov. 16 bulletin, we asked for prayers for Gary Wilson that his insurance
would provide intensive inpatient therapy. We again ask that he “will be able to
get inpatient treatment for 14 days” to see if a program can apply to his situation.
Also, he has swollen legs especially in the evening.

Lisa Smith reports that her pawpaw, Nolen Pitre, was diagnosed with covid
and pneumonia, while her mother has been diagnosed with covid.

Sue Jones gave the following update about her brother (Chip Akins): “Chip is
stable. We are concerned about his kidney function, which is at stage 4. Thank
you for your prayers and concern.”

Dave McLearen reported: “We got into Los Fresnos about 3:00 p.m. and set up
the coach in the pouring rain.We were soaked.The trip down here was the worst
we ever experienced. We miss you guys.”

New prayer requests

On Thursday, Lisa Smith’s youngest granddaughter (Ellie) went to the hospi-
tal. On Friday, we heard that she was back home after having been diagnosed
with RSV (a respiratory virus).

In the Oct. 26 bulletin, we reported that Ella Horter of Willow Grove, Pa. (aunt of
Mickey Voyce) was diagnosed with a tumor on her spine. On Monday, Mrs. Voyce
asked for new prayers for her aunt (now 84) who was diagnosed with cancer at
numerous locations (including her spine, rib cage and hip). Her husband, Harold
is concerned about his wife and his brother Gary—who is in hospice care.

On Monday, Dixon Cartwright is scheduled for an appointment with a doc-
tor to check his pacemaker.

Alice Canterbury of Fort Gay, W.Va., has been diagnosed with a bowel
blockage.

Kate Coleman of the Kansas City area died on Dec. 10. Please remember her
husband, Ramon, and the rest of the family in your prayers.

Kathy Hunt (sister of Patti Carter) died on Dec. 12. Please remember her hus-
band, Donald, and the rest of the family in your prayers.



Church of God Big Sandy Announcements / 3

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued a series
with a presentation titled “Emotional

Bank Account—Part 5.” Following are the
five subtitles of the first five presentations.
� The subtitle for the first presentation was

“Father and Son Make Deposits Into Your
Emotional Bank Account.”
� The subtitle for the second presenta-

tion was “God Made Positive Withdrawals
From Christ’s Emotional Bank Account.”
� The subtitle for the third presentation

was “God Makes Positive Withdrawals From
Disciples’ Emotional Bank Account.”
� The subtitle for the fourth presentation

was “Situations Where Disciples Make Posi-
tive Withdrawals From People.”
� The subtitle for the fifth presentation

was “Disciples Need to Make Deposits Into
the Lives of People.”

Change of emphasis
Here is a reminder about the changing em-

phasis in this series.
� The first three presentations focused

upon what God does—while the fourth and
fifth presentations focused upon what disci-
ples can do.
� The fourth presentation mentioned that

there are times when disciples make positive
withdrawals from other people—while the
fifth presentation stressed that disciples should
be regularly giving positives deposits.

Weekly reminder by Covey
Author Stephen Covey wrote about “the

Emotional Bank Account” in his book The
7 Habits of Highly Effective People. Follow-
ing are excerpts.

On page 188, Covey wrote: “We all know
what a financial bank account is. We make
deposits into it and build up a reserve from
which we can make withdrawals when we
need it. An Emotional Bank Account is a
metaphor that describes the amount of trust

that’s been built up in a relationship. It’s the
feeling of safeness you have with another
human being.

“If I make deposits into an Emotional
Bank Account with you through courtesy,
kindness, honesty, and keeping my commit-
ments to you, I build up a reserve. Your
trust toward me becomes higher, and I call
upon that trust many times if I need to. I can
even make mistakes and that trust level (that
emotional reserve) will compensate for it.”

Practical instruction
This series came to the point of discuss-

ing two very practical goals.
� Last Wednesday, we discussed the need

to make good deposits into the lives of oth-
er people.
�Next Wednesday, we want to discuss

principles of dealing with the negative with-
drawals that people make toward us.

Eight sections of Scripture
In organizing last Wednesday’s presenta-

tion about the importance of making deposits
into the lives of other people, I decided to
mention only eight sections of Scripture.

(I recommend that you try selecting only
eight sections of scriptures that talk about
the importance of making deposits into the
lives of other people.)

The Ten Commandments
The first selection of Scripture (Exodus

20:12-17) comes from the last six concepts
mentioned in the Ten Commandments.
� Exodus 20:12—The habit of honoring

your father and your mother is a valuable
deposit.
� Exodus 20:13—Promoting life is a valu-

able deposit.
� Exodus 20:14—Faithfulness to your mate

is a valuable deposit.
� Exodus 20:15—Giving to people is a

valuable deposit.
� Exodus 20:16—Promoting truth and hon-

esty is a valuable deposit.

“Emotional Bank Account—Part 5”

This article is from the “Among Friends” of the Church of God’s Big Sandy’s web-
site (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Dec. 14, 2024.
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� Exodus 20:17—Being a generous giver
is a valuable deposit.

Wisdom from above
The second selection of Scripture (James

3:17-18) comes from James’ listing eight traits
as “wisdom from above”—which are valu-
able deposits.
� Exhibiting a pure approach.
� Exhibiting a peaceable approach.
� Exhibiting a gentle approach.
� Exhibiting a willingness to yield.
� Exhibiting a merciful approach.
� Being full of good fruits.
� Being without partiality.
� Being without hypocrisy.

Physical help from a stranger
The third selection of Scripture (Luke 10:30-

37) comes from the Parable of the Good
Samaritan.
� Luke 10:30—A Jewish man was robbed

and wounded.
� Luke 10:31—A priest (a religious leader)

avoided helping the man.
� Luke 10:32—A Levite (another reli-

gious leader) avoided helping the man.
� Luke 10:33-37—Since the Samaritans

generally had conflict with the Jews, it is amaz-
ing that this Samaritan showed extensive kind-
ness toward the wounded man.

They kept quiet
The fourth selection of Scripture (Job 2:11-

13) comes from the story of Job.
While the Lord criticized the three friends

of Job for the way their words influenced
Job to sin (Job 42:7), their earlier behavior
actually set an example of making a positive
deposit in the life of someone going through
a serious trial.
� Job 2:13—The three friends initially kept

quiet—setting an example about how quiet
actions can be a powerful deposit.

Defending the guilty
The fifth selection of Scripture (John 8:1-

11) shows the Son of God forgiving a wom-
an and encouraging her to avoid repeating
the sin—which are two major deposits in a
relationship.
� John 8:1-9—When the scribes and Phari-

sees brought a sinful woman before Christ
in an effort to trap Him, He used the situa-
tion to correct them.
� John 8:10-11—The Son of God told the

woman that He was not condemning her, but
He encouraged her to stop sinning.

Visiting the accused
The sixth selection of Scripture (2 Tim-

othy 1:16-18) shows a man going to great
lengths to visit an imprisoned Paul to en-
courage him.
� 2 Timothy 1:16—Onesiphorus was not

ashamed of Paul’s chains.
� 2 Timothy 1:17—Onesiphorus traveled

to Rome and zealously sought out Paul’s loca-
tion to visit him.

As you want to be treated
The seventh selection of Scripture (Mat-

thew 7:12) shows the Son of God teaching
that we should treat people as we want to
be treated.
�Matthew 7:12—However you want peo-

ple to treat you, that is how you should treat
them.

As they want to be treated
The eighth selection of Scripture (Philip-

pians 2:3-4) shows Paul teaching that we should
treat people as they like to be treated.
� Philippians 2:3—We should esteem oth-

ers better than ourselves.
� Philippians 2:4—It is important to look

after the interests of other people.

Love languages
In 1992, Gary Chapman wrote a book ti-

tled The 5 Love Languages. The purpose of
his book was to encourage people to under-
stand the different ways people feel love.

Following is Mr. Chapman’s list of the
love languages.
�Words of affirmation.
�Quality time.
� Receiving gifts.
�Acts of service.
� Physical touch.
The information was meant to help us

understand ourselves, but (more important-
ly) also to understand the best ways to show
love toward other people.


