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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Bailey

Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Tate
(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg Killingley
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 91:1–7
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Tate

Quick takes

1. Pastor’s travel—Today, Dave Havir is giving a sermon in Huntsville. (Since
the Huntsville congregation’s pastor, Albert Foy, died in December of 2021,
Mr. Havir has tried to travel down there three times a year to speak.)

2. Traveling speaker—The congregation welcomes Ken and Janice Tate today.
Mr. Tate is scheduled to speak at 2:00 and 3:00.

3. Every Wednesday—Bible study at 7:00 p.m.

4. Sunday at 11:30 a.m.—There will be dominoes in the building on Sunday at
11:00 a.m. (Dave Havir invited Ken and Janice Tate to join the game.)

5. Big Boy No. 4014 Train Event—A “Big Boy” will be stopping in Big Sandy on
Tuesday, Sept. 17, between 1:00 and 1:45 p.m. (There were 25 Big Boy loco-
motives built for Union Pacific in 1941. Each was 132 feet long and weighed
1.2 million pounds.) City officials are expecting many people to visit Big
Sandy on that day. Vendors are expected to sell food in the downtown area.
Our congregation has offered our parking lot to help with any overflow of
vehicles of people coming to visit Big Sandy on that day. The city mayor
(Linda Baggett) has arranged for people to work in our parking lot and for
vehicles to shuttle people to the downtown area.
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6. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “After 23 Years, Remember Les-
sons of 9/11” by the New York Post Editorial Board.

7. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Book of Revelation—Part 11” by
Dave Havir.

8, Eye on the World—This edition was not complete at the printing deadline.

Prayer updates

In the Aug, 10 bulletin, we mentioned that Pam Kimmons (of Brookhaven, Miss.)
was diagnosed with “pancreatic cancer estimated at stage 3.” On Wednesday
night, Anthony Kimmons reported: “Today is six weeks since Pam was diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer. She has selected a doctor who will help monitor her
progress in fighting the disease without chemo or surgery.To start the process, the
temporary stent inserted on Aug. 2 must be replaced with a permanent one. That
procedure is scheduled for tomorrow morning in Jackson, Miss. We are staying
tonight in Jackson to get ahead of the hurricane heading our way. It is forecast to
pass over our house during the night. On Thursday, Mr. Kimmons reported: “Pam
underwent an ERCP procedure as an outpatient to remove the temporary stent. It
involved full anesthesia, but no surgery. Thank you for your prayers.”

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Charles Lauderback was diag-
nosed with liver cancer and was scheduled to see an oncologist last Tuesday. On
Thursday, Ivabelle reported: “Just a note to tell you that they put Charles on
hospice care here at home. Please pray for comfort and the hand of our Heav-
enly Father to heal.”

New prayer requests

When Linda Avey missed the church service last Saturday, Dave Havir kept
calling to check on her. On Monday night, he was finally able to talk to her sister,
Darlene, who told him that Mrs. Avey had been in the hospital since Saturday with
an impacted bowel and complications. At that point, the family requested prayers
from the congregation. On Tuesday, daughter Sheila Alexander reported: “The
initial blockage is undone. But Mom had a tube inserted to determine if there was
any other blockage.” On Wednesday, Mrs. Alexander reported: “I wanted to let you
know that the doctors have determined that Mom’s hernia is causing her bowel
obstruction. She is scheduled for hernia surgery tomorrow [Thursday] morning.
She is very weak, and we are requesting no visitors at this time. But we would love
all the prayers we can get.” On Friday, Mrs. Alexander reported: “The surgery went
well. They are going to watch her over the next couple of days. I am hoping she
will be able to go home Saturday or Sunday. Thank you for your prayers.”

On Monday, Bea Gusner reported that she had experienced a couple of bad
days. She mentioned that her back was hurting and that she had been experi-
encing nausea (with dry heaves). She wondered if she was also experiencing the
effects of dehydration.
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“Book of Revelation—Part 11”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’ web-
site (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Sept. 14, 2024.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued with
a 12-part series about the book of Rev-

elation. Part 11 was about “Revelation 22:
10-11.”

This Bible study was different from the
previous topics, because those presentations
spent a lot of time within the book of Reve-
lation. The recent presentation began with two
verses, but then included other parts of the
Bible to support the main points.

Revelation 22:10
Revelation 22:10—“He said . . .”

Who said?
Revelation 22:8—An angel showed John

things.
Revelation 22:10—An angel said to

John: “Do not seal the words of the proph-
ecy of this book, for the time is at hand.”

Let’s look at this verse in two other trans-
lations.

The Amplified New Testament: “Do not
seal up the words of the prophecy of this
book and make no secret of them; for the
time when things are brought to a crisis and
the period of their fulfillment is near.”

Contemporary English Version: “Don’t keep

the prophecies in this book a secret. These
things will happen soon.”

So there seems to be a mandate to talk
about what is in the book of Revelation.

Biblical warnings
However, there are definitely biblical warn-

ings about how to talk about what is in the
book of Revelation.

Notice Revelation 22:18-19.
Revelation 22:18—“If anyone adds to

these things, God will add to him the plagues
that are written in this book.”

Revelation 22:19—“If anyone takes
away from the words of the book of this proph-
ecy, God shall take away his part from the
Book of Life.”

Are those biblical warnings clear enough?

Combining two objectives
Are you successful about combining two

important objectives?
Don’t keep the teachings from the book

of Revelation a secret.
But don’t alter the biblical teachings.

How successful are you in teaching from
the book of Revelation without altering the
biblical teachings?

How observant are you in hearing peo-

On Monday, Jean Benedict reported that she had experienced recent difficul-
ties—including occasional speech challenges. She told Dave Havir that he could
mention her challenges—including that she might have had a small stroke. Mr.
Havir reported: “Since I admire how her children take good care of her, I asked
her if they knew about it. She assured me that they are aware.” So Mrs. Benedict
and her children would appreciate your prayers.
Nancy Diraison and her son Jed request prayers for the sale of their home,
which is west of Gilmer.
Scott Carter of Lake Striker (brother of Daniel Carter) died on Sept. 12. Please
remember the family in your prayers.

Thought for the week

“My heart says chocolate and wine, but my jeans say please eat a salad.”
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ple teaching from the book of Revelation
without them altering the biblical teachings?

Personally, I enjoy hearing people who
give me their humble “interpretation” about
the book of Revelation.

I know. I know.
2 Peter 1:20-21—“Knowing this first, that

no prophecy of Scripture is of any private
interpretation—because prophecy never came
by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit.”

If you talk about the book of Revela-
tion claiming to be moved by the Holy
Spirit (when you are not moved by the Holy
Spirit), you should be classified as a false
prophet.

If you humbly give your perspective
(your interpretation) about the book of
Revelation,you might actually be helpful to
other people.

Exalting ourselves violates both aspects
of the Great Commandment (Mark 12:29-
31).

Erroneously claiming to speak for God
violates the commandment of loving God with
our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30).

Erroneously claiming to speak for God
violates the commandment of loving our
neighbor (Mark 12:31).

So please continue to share your hum-
ble and thoughtful perspectives about the
book of Revelation with other people.

But please keep your arrogant and dog-
matic opinions about the book of Revela-
tion to yourself.

Revelation 22:11
Revelation 22:11—“He who is unjust,

let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let
him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let
him be righteous still; he who is holy, let
him be holy still.”

At some point, time will run out, and
our character traits will be established.

That truth should remind us of two val-
uable lessons.

The Father gave us His expectations
to be accomplished until the very end.

When we fall short of the Father’s ex-
pectations (as we oftentimes do), we have
the opportunity to be restored through our
repentance and His commitment to us.

Biblical examples
Deuteronomy 3:25-27—When Moses

requested to travel to the Promised Land at
that moment, the Lord said “no” (because
Moses made a mistake)—but Moses is still
listed favorably in Hebrews 11.

2 Samuel 12:13-21—When David fast-
ed for his son to be healed, the Lord said
“no” (because of David’s sin)—but David
is still called a man after God’s own heart
in Acts 13:22.

2 Corinthians 12:7-9—When Paul asked
God to remove a thorn in his flesh, the Lord
said “no” (because God was going to show
His strength through Paul’s weakness).

Job 1:8—The Lord asked Satan if he
had considered testing Job.

Job 2:3—The Lord asked Satan a sec-
ond time if he had considered testing Job.

Job 38:3—The Lord challenged Job to
give Him an answer.

Job 40:4—Job gave the Lord a pretty
good answer.

Job 40:7—The Lord again challenged
Job to give Him an anwer.

Job 42:1-6—Job gave the Lord a bet-
ter answer.

John 12:47—The Son of God said that,
if a person does not understand, he is not
being judged.

John 12:48—The Son of God said that, if
a person does understand, he is being judged.

Matthew 23:4-15—The Son of God
corrected alleged leaders who had knowl-
edge, but did not use that knowledge to serve
people.

Luke 23:27-28—The Son of God said
it was appropriate for people to mourn for
themselves and their children—and by ex-
tension for the world around us.

Luke 23:42—The thief on the cross re-
pented at the very end.

It is my perspective that we should live a
lifetime of obeying our Heavenly Father and
talking to Him (repenting) when we disap-
point Him.

I recommend that you repent at baptism,
repent throughout your life and repent right
before you die.

Your Heavenly Father will help you avoid
being unjust and filthy. Your Heavenly Fa-
ther will keep you righteous and holy.


