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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . Daniel Hammons
(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Acts 7:51–60

Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daniel Hammons

Quick takes

1. Pastor’s travel—Today, Dave Havir is giving two presentations in the Houston
area.

2. Lisa Smith reported that Tolton and Makayla had their second baby girl on
Tuesday. Ellie was 17.5 inches long and weighed 4 pounds 15 ounces.

3. Every Wednesday—Bible study at 7:00 p.m.

4. Dominoes on Sunday—For those interested, there will be dominoes in the
building at 11:00 a.m.

5. Grief support—Aug. 26 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the Heritage Center.

6. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “The Nation Needs a Great Awak-
ening” by Star Parker.

7. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Book of Revelation—Part 8” by Dave
Havir.

8. Eye on the World—147 headlines and eight articles—with one article by
Thomas Sowell.
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9. Please remember to pray for the following people who are not able to regu-
larly attend our church service.

Mickey Ashcraft Ronnie Shirley
Judy Biggs Elaine Townsend
Angela Dunnam Mickey Voyce
Timberly Dunnam Donna Weese
Ruth Roe

Prayer updates

Please remember Melodee Eishen as she deals with the diagnosis of colon
cancer.
Please remember Pam Kimmons (of Brookhaven, Miss.) as she deals with the
diagnosis of “pancreatic cancer estimated at stage 3.”
Angela Dunnam reports that a doctor wants her to have an MRI on her left
knee on Tuesday to confirm whether it is a meniscus tear.
Please remember Dave McLearen, who is dealing with back pain.
On Tuesday, Zach Kennebeck had a follow-up appointment with his cardiolo-
gist. Following is an excerpt by his mother Brenda: “Zachary has decided to wait
and see if his medication works before proceeding with any other specialist.”
In the April 27 bulletin, we mentioned that Elaine Townsend fell and hurt her
left shoulder. Since then, the family has been helping her transition to a nursing
home in Longview where she can receive additional care. Barbara Lingle
reported: “God provided a way for Elaine to get on long-term Medicaid and to be
able to live in this beautiful place.” The family thanks you for your prayers for her
health and for her adjusting to her new environment.

New prayer requests

When Dave Havir asked for an update from Karl and Sharon Wilson, Mrs.
Wilson sent the following: “Thanks for reaching out. I was diagnosed with breast
cancer in late February. I am working with an oncologist, an integrative doctor
and a nutritionist. Karl had prostate surgery in June, and the pathology report
after surgery indicated cancer. A PET scan in July is showing that it has metasti-
sized to his bones in several areas. He has an appointment scheduled in Sep-
tember at M.D. Anderson for a second opinion. We are both up and functioning
and feeling good at this point. God is seeing us through, and we appreciate all of
the supportive prayers and kindness from friends and family.”
Melissa Defur and her family (friends of Dave Havir in the community) met
with Mr. Havir in the building on Friday, Aug. 16. Mrs. Defur has been diagnosed
with thyroid problems. A doctor discovered six nodules and identified one as sus-
picious. She was scheduled for a biopsy this last Thursday. Mr. Havir reported: “I
asked her whole family to lay hands on her with me as I said the prayer and
anointed her with oil.”
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“Book of Revelation—Part 8”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Aug. 24, 2024.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I continued with
a nine-part series about the book of

Revelation. Part 8 was about the “The Third
Angel of Revelation 14.”

Third angel said 
Revelation 14:9-11—A third angel fol-

lowed them saying with a loud voice: “If any-
one worships the beast and his image, and
receives his mark on his forehead or on his
hands, he himself shall also drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured
out full strength into the cup of His indig-
nation. He shall be tormented with fire and
brimstone in the presence of the holy an-
gels and in the presence of the Lamb. And
the smoke of their torment ascends forever
and ever, and they have no rest day or
night—who worship the beast and image,
and whoever receives the mark of his name.”

Earlier beasts in Daniel 7
Daniel 7:3-7—Daniel had a dream about

four great beasts (who came up from the sea)—
the first like a lion, the second like a bear,
the third like a leopard and the fourth was
dreadful and terrible.

Daniel 7:17—These great beasts are
four kings.

Daniel 7:18—The saints of the Most High

possess the Kingdom.
Daniel 7:19-27—The truth about the

fourth beast.

First beast in Revelation 13
Revelation 13 discusses two beasts. The

first beast is found in Revelation 13:1-7.
Revelation 13:1—John saw a beast ris-

ing up out of the sea—having seven heads
and 10 horns (with 10 crowns on his horns).

Revelation 13:2—The dragon gave the
beast his power, his throne and great au-
thority.

Revelation 13:3—One of the heads had
been mortally wounded, and the deadly wound
had been healed.

Revelation 13:4—They worshipped the
dragon who gave authority to the beast.

Revelation 13:5—The beast spoke blas-
phemies and was given authority to contin-
ue for 42 months. 

Revelation 13:6—The beast opened his
mouth in blasphemy against God, His name,
His tabernacle and those who dwell in heaven.

Revelation 13:7—Authority was given
to the beast for him to be over every tribe,
tongue and nation.

Second beast in Revelation 13
Revelation 13:11—There was another

beast—who had two horns like a lamb, but
spoke like a dragon.

Angela Schlitt of Lexington, Tenn., had successful hip-replacement surgery on
Tuesday.

Jerry Hill of Big Sandy is experiencing severe pain in his hip and leg.

Don Cochran of Big Sandy is dealing with separated muscles in his stomach
area.

James French of East Texas (stepson of Jack Hetzel) died this past week.
Please remember the family in your prayers.

Neal Brantley (of Laurinburg, N.C.) died on Aug. 21. Please remember his wife,
Diane, and the rest of the family in your prayers.

Shirley Holcomb (mother of Angela Dunnam) died on Aug. 22. Please re-
member the family in your prayers.
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Revelation 13:12—This beast exercis-
es all the authority of the first beast—and
causes the earth to worship the first beast.

Revelation 13:13—This beast performs
great signs (making fire come down from
heaven).

Revelation 13:14—This beast deceives
those on the earth—telling those who dwell
on the earth to make an image to the beast.

Image of the beast
Revelation 14:9—People worship the

beast and his image.
Revelation 13:15—The beast gives breath

to the image of the beast—that the image
will speak and will punish those who don’t
worship the image.

What is the image that receives breath
and life?

A person?
A group of people?
A system?

Mark of the beast
Revelation 14:9—People receive a mark

on their forehead (thoughts) or their hand
(actions).

Revelation 13:16-17—People receive
a mark on their right hand (actions) or on
their foreheads (thoughts)—affecting whether
people can buy or sell.

Number of the beast
Revelation 13:18—Let him who has un-

derstanding calculate the number of the beast
(666).

Gregory Beale posted material about gema-
tria at wts.edu (Westminister Seminary) on
Feb. 11, 2015.

“Gematria: In the ancient world, let-
ters of the alphabet often substituted for
numerals (our numeral system derives from
the later Arabic mathematicians). Hence,
each letter stood for a number. The problem
is that no clear identification can be made
linking 666 with any particular ancient his-
torical name. Attempts have been made to
alter spellings and incorporate titles to try
to make a multitude of names fit, but noth-
ing conclusive has emerged. Most com-
monly, the number has been identified with
Nero, on the basis of a Hebrew translitera-

tion of the title ‘Nero Caesar.’ However,
this option flounders on confusion concern-
ing the exact Hebrew spelling of Caesar,
and does not fit the fact that John’s readers
were largely Greek-speaking, and that Nero
had many titles other than Caesar . . . More
than 100 names were proposed in Britain
between 1560 and 1830. Last century, the
names of Kaiser and Hitler, among others,
have also been calculated to equal 666.”

Tormented forever
There are many Bible students who be-

lieve that unrepentant sinners are going to
burn in hell (or a lake of fire) for eternity.

I sometimes surprise my friends when I
mention that Bible students use the Bible to
make a strong case about an ever-burning
hellfire. The message of the third angel is
one of their strongest scriptures.

By the way, I am not seeking to tell you what
you should believe. I am merely communicat-
ing how sincere Bible students can acknowl-
edge different points of view (and still reflect
the love of God toward each other).

Let me first mention to you three verses
that show the strength of their case.

Revelation 14:10—“He shall be tor-
mented with fire and brimstone in the pres-
ence of the holy angels and in the presence
of the Lamb.”

Revelation 14:11—“And the smoke
of their torment ascends forever and ever;
and they have no rest day or night, who wor-
ship the beast and his image, and whoever
receives the mark of his name.”

Revelation 20:10—“The devil, who de-
ceived them, was cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone where the beast and the false
prophet are. And they will be tormented
day and night forever and ever.”

Now, I will mention three verses why I
(politely) believe differently from those wise,
dedicated and sincere Bible students.

Hebrews 9:27—“And it is appointed
for men to die once, but after this the judg-
ment.”

Revelation 20:14—“This is the sec-
ond death.

Revelation 21:8—“All liars shall have
their part in the lake which burns with fire
and brimstone, which is the second death.”


