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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver

(Also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Acts 2:37–41
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barney Rehm

Quick takes

1. Pastor’s travel—Today, Dave Havir is giving a sermon in the Shreveport, La.,
area. This is Mr. Havir’s 14th church visit in 2023.

2. Here is the breakdown of speakers for Saturday and holy-day presentations
(excluding Tabernacles) in 2023.

Total number of presentations at 2:00 and 3:00 = 108 presentations
Mr. Havir gave 43 of the 108
Other local speakers gave 40 of the 108
Traveling speakers gave 25 of the 108

3. Welcome to traveling speaker—The congregation welcomes Barney Rehm.

4. East Texas Barn Dance and Chili Supper—You are invited to the East Texas
Barn Dance and Chili Supper (organized by Morris Foster and friends).

Tonight at 6:00
Lots of food
Lots of music (including square-dancing and line dancing)
Location is the same as previous years

Antique Capital RV Park (Activity Center)
500 S. Loop 485, Gladewater
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5. Games and fireworks—Tomorrow, you are invited to the building to join a
small group of friends playing games and watching fireworks.

A group of regulars is planning to play dominoes at 1:00
You are welcome to join playing dominoes or to organize other games
Feel free to bring snacks
Daniel & Stephanie Hammons have offered to shoot off a few fireworks.

6. Wednesday-night Bible study—Jan. 3 at 7:00.

7. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Nine Articles About Climate Change”
by John Stossel.

8. Among Friends—This week’s article is “2 Corinthians 11:20—Part 5” by
Dave Havir.

9. Eye on the World—95 headlines as well as five articles by John Stossel.

Thoughts for the week

“You put up with it if one brings you into
bondage.”—The Apostle Paul

“You put up with it . . . if one devours
you.”—The Apostle Paul

“You put up with it . . . if one takes from you
[historically understood to include

money and property].”—The Apostle Paul

“You put up with it . . . if one exalts
himself [over you].” —The Apostle Paul

You put up with it . . . if one strikes
you on the face.—The Apostle Paul

Prayer updates

In last week’s bulletin, we announced that Gary Wilson was scheduled to return
last weekend from Metairie, La. (where he was receiving hyperbaric therapy. He
was able to return home last Saturday.

On Friday, Timberly Dunnam reported: “I just wanted to say thanks to every-
one for the prayers! Yesterday [Thursday] was actually a perfect day, and I got a
lot of sleep last night. Very thankful for the thoughts and prayers.”

New prayer requests

On Wednesday, we learned that Benny West (son of Shirley West and brother of
Stan) was dealing with pain and swelling on the left side of his stomach. Brother Stan
reported: “The pain is lessened, but he still has swelling on the left side. Blood work
came back normal. A CAT scan is scheduled for Tuesday. Thanks for the prayers.”
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“2 Corinthians 11:20—Part 5”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of
Dec. 30, 2023.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I concluded a
five-part series about 2 Corinthians

11:20. Since the apostle Paul mentioned five
negative characteristics practiced by religious
leaders and disciples, each study discussed
one of the ideas that he mentioned.

Followers were more wrong
It is interesting to read the context lead-

ing up to 2 Corinthians 11:20.
2 Corinthians 11:13-15—The discussion

is about false apostles who are described as
deceitful workers.

2 Corinthians 11:20-21—But, while Paul
is describing the wrong behavior of the fake
apostles, he was directly discussing the wrong
behavior of the followers.

Shame on false religious teachers for
promoting themselves and their erroneous
ideas.

But shame on followers for accepting
the wrong behavior of the alleged religious
leaders.

Allowing people to hit you in the face
Notice the fifth of the five characteristics

mentioned in 2 Corinthians 11:20.
Corinthians 11:20 (New King James) “For

you put up with it . . . if one strikes you on
the face.”

2 Corinthians 11:20 (The Amplified New
Testament)—“For you endure it . . . if a man
strikes you in the face.”

Hitting versus defending and protecting
The rest of this article will be about five

concepts that show the contrast between hit-
ting people versus defending and protect-
ing people.

Instead of following people who exalt
themselves over people, we should be en-
couraging people who defend and protect.

Do not follow leaders who hurt you
Notice an example of a person (Saul) who

hurt people—while thinking he was doing
a service for God.

Acts 7:58—When the crowd stoned Ste-
phen, the witnesses laid down their clothes
at the feet of Saul.

Acts 8:1-3—Saul was consenting to the
death of Stephen, but he also wreaked other
havoc on the church—entering the homes
of men and women to drag them into prison.

Acts 9:1-2—Saul was noted for breath-
ing threats and murder against the disciples
of the Lord.

I repeat—do not follow leaders who hurt
you.

Do not be a leader who hurts people
In 1 Timothy 3:1-13, Paul listed some char-

acteristics for church leaders (servants as the
Son of God mentioned in Matthew 20:25-
28). Notice some wording in verse 3 from
four different translations.

King James—“no striker . . . not a brawler.”
New King James—“not violent . . .

Mary Denise of North Wales, Pa. (cousin of Mickey Voyce) is scheduled for breast
surgery on Jan. 5. The doctor has said that no chemo is anticipated.

Karen Dean requests prayers for her granddaughter (Raven) who rolled her
truck on Thursday.When she went to an ER, all scans and X-rays came back clean.

Leon Avery of Broken Arrow, Okla., has a congenital throat problem that affects
his swallowing and breathing. He appreciates your prayers.

Donna Pfrimmer of Chariton, Iowa (mother of Joyce Coleman), died on Dec.
24. Please remember the family in your prayers.
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not quarrelsome.”
Revised Standard—“not violent . . . not

quarrelsome.”
Amplified New Testament—“not com-

bative . . . not quarrelsome.”
I repeat—do not be a leader who hurts

people.

Son of God knew when to stand up
for Himself

John 2:14-16—The Son of God showed
strong action during this episode in the temple.

John 8:41, 44—When the crowd hurled
insults at the Son of God (“we were not born
of fornication”), He answered back (saying
the devil was their father.)

Mark 13:9—The Son of God warned
the disciples that they would be beaten.

Mark 14:65—The Son of God was tak-
en before the high priest (religious leader)
and they spit on Him, blindfolded Him to beat
Him and mocked Him.

Paul knew when to stand up for himself
It is interesting to note that, shortly after

Paul wrote to avoid being hit (2 Corinthians
11:20), he acknowledged that he had been
hit (2 Corinthians 11:23-25).

What can we learn from that?
Just as the Son of God knew when to

stand up for Himself, Paul was encouraging
that same message to his friends. Let’s no-
tice two examples where Paul stood up for
himself.

Here is the first example.
After Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown

into prison (Acts 16:22-23), Paul used his
Roman citizenship to be treated with respect.

Acts 16:36—The keeper of the prison
informed Paul that he was free to go.

Acts 16:37—Paul replied: They have
beaten innocent Romans citizens openly, and
now they want to release us in secret? No,
indeed. Let them come personally and re-
lease us.

Acts 16:38—The magistrates were
afraid when they heard that Paul was a
Roman citizen.

Acts 16:39—The magistrates went and
pleaded with them, and asked them to leave
the city.

Here is the second example.

After a commander threatened to exam-
ine Paul under scourging, Paul used his Ro-
man citizenship to avoid the beating.

Acts 22:24—A commander ordered
Paul to be examined under scourging.

Acts 22:25—Paul asked a centurion if
it was lawful to scourge an innocent Roman
citizen.

Acts 22:26—The centurion told the
commander to be careful, because Paul was
a Roman citizen.

Acts 22:27—The commander went to
Paul and asked him if was indeed a Roman
citizen—and Paul answered that he was.

Acts 22:28—When the commander said
that he had paid a large amount of money to
obtain his citizenship, Paul said that was a
born citizen.

Acts 22:29—Those who were about
to examine Paul withdrew from him, and the
commander was afraid because he had
bound a Roman citizen.

Now, let’s look at an example where Paul
allowed himself to be hit in the face.

Acts 23:1-2—When Paul made a com-
ment to the council, the high priest com-
manded people to strike Paul on the mouth.

Acts 23:3-4—When Paul made a crit-
ical response, those who stood near asked:“Do
you revile God’s high priest?”

Acts 23:5—Paul regretted making the
remark (quoting Exodus 22:28).

Teaching people to defend and protect
Acts 9:23-25—Here is a wonderful

example of the disciples hiding Saul (in a
basket) from the Jews who were plotting to
kill him.

Joshua 2:1-6—Here is a wonderful ex-
ample of Rahab hiding people from the king
of Jericho. (Her wonderful behavior was men-
tioned in Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25.)

Acts 9:26-28—When people had not
yet learned to trust Saul, Barnabas took him
to the apostles in Jerusalem to vouch for his
changed behavior.

Acts 16:40—After Paul and Silas had their
traumatic experience, Lydia temporarily received
them in her home to encourage them.

Romans 16:1-2—Phoebe was a noted
servant among the congregations who helped
Paul and many other disciples.


