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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . Jerry Thompson
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton

(Also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Avey
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hebrews 11:22-31
Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton

Quick takes

1. Thank you—The Big Sandy Chamber of Commerce thanks the congrega-
tion for allowing it to have its Chamber of Commerce dinner in our building
on Thursday evening. (We knew that 250 people were registered to attend.)
Notice the various community awards presented at the event.

� Educator of the year
� Miss Big Sandy
� City employee of the year
� Volunteer firefighter of the year

2. Congratulations to Shirley West—This year the Chamber of Commerce
presented the "Lifetime Achievement Award" to Shirley West. She repre-
sented God, herself, her family and her congregation well.

3. Thank you—Thank you to those in the congregation who served at the
event on Thursday night.

4. Thank you to Ron and Linda Avey—A special thanks goes to Ron and
Linda Avey, who spent an accumulated amount of time on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday.

� Excellence in business
� Man of the year
� Woman of the year
� Lifetime achievement award
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5. Wednesday-night Bible study—The next Wednesday-night Bible study is
Jan. 25.

6. Edifying the Body—This week's article is “Is the Conscience Reliable?” by
Dennis Prager.

7. Among Friends—This week's article is “Genesis 1:1-2” by Dave Havir.

8. Eye on the World—The version of this week's “Eye on the World” that is dis-
tributed in the hall is 36 pages. (The number of pages of the version on the
website may vary.) This edition has five excerpted articles and 321 headlines.

Prayer updates

Ron Avey is scheduled for a heart catheterization on Monday, Jan. 30.

Mel Edelbach of Elgin, Minn. (father of Jeanine Case), was moved to a
nursing home. He is able to share a room with his wife, Sharon, who is in
the nursing home for rehabilitation for a broken femur.

New prayer requests

On Monday, Nancy Amburgey reported: "I had a TIA [ministroke] that last-
ed 15 minutes." (She also recently had "a stomach bug.")

Penny Bald (wife of Jim Bald) has been suffering from terrible pain for
almost two years. Doctor visits and ineffective treatments left her worse off
than before the pain started. Finally a doctor diagnosis will have her undergo-
ing hip-replacement surgery on Monday, Jan. 23. They wrote: "We ask prayers
for the Father's healing and that He would guide the doctor in this surgery."

Brenda Kennebeck requested prayers for her parents (Dean and Wan-
da Klepfer), who have been diagnosed with covid.

On Monday, Savannah Burkett of Gladewater (friend of Lisa Smith) was
scheduled for emergency surgery after being diagnosed with a blood clot on
her brain.

Thought for the week

"Stars are great, but they don't compare to the magnificence
of a constellation"—Barbara Lingle

Thought with a twist 

What side of a duck has the most feathers?
Answer: The outside.—Reg Killingley
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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible
study on Wednesday night, I gave a
presentation titled “Genesis 1:1-2.” 

Recent video
At the Bible study on Jan. 11, I showed

the beginning of a video titled Is Genesis
History? (We watched about 30 minutes of
a video that lasts 1 hour and 44 minutes.)

Here are my three main positive conclu-
sions from the video.
� The video used geology to conclude

that the Noah flood was a global flood.
� The video used geology to accept cre-

ation instead of evolution.
� The video concluded that the Genesis

1 creation occurred in six days.
(The video also supported a “young earth”

scenario—which was interesting but
not my current perspective.)

Evaluating the ‘gap theory’
In the Jan. 18 Bible study, I decided to dis-

cuss Genesis 1:1-2. That decision led me to
talk about the “gap theory.”

When I attended a Bible college from
1970  to 1974, I learned the gap theory con-
cerning Genesis 1:1-2.

For 53 years, I have believed the gap the-
ory—although it has not been a major sub-
ject of examination or discussion since then
(because it is a theory that does not neces-
sarily impact my daily life).
� History records that Dutch theologian

Simon Episcophius (1583-1643) introduced
the theory and that Thomas Chalmers (1780-
1847) popularized the theory from 1814.
�Many people value the theory as a

means to reconcile the Bible with fossils.
� According to the theory, there was a

creation in Genesis 1:1 and a re-creation in
Genesis 1:2-31.
� The theory claims that spiritual battles

and widespread ruin occurred in  Genesis
1:2—causing a need for a re-creation.

Let’s read the verse
If we want to discover how theologians

used a verse to establish the gap theory, it

would seem appropriate to begin by read-
ing the verse in the King James Version.

Genesis 1:2—“And the earth was with-
out form, and void; and darkness was upon
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters.”

Where did the theologians come up with
the theory of re-creation?

To many people, the description merely
seemed like God beginning the creative
process.

However, there were some words and
phrases that influenced the theologians to
develop their theory.
� “Was”
� “Without form” and “void”

Claiming earth became
The first main proof of the gap theory

concerns the Hebrew word hayah, which is
translated “was” in Genesis 1:2.

To many people, the straight reading of
the verse is that the elements were ready
for creation.

However, to the believers of the gap
theory, verse 2 talked about ruin and re-
creation.

Where do they get that perspective?
They believe that the Hebrew word ha-

yah (which is translated “was”) should be
translated “became.”

It is true that the Hebrew word hayah is
translated “became” in various locations in
the Bible. Following are a few examples.
� Genesis 2:7—Man “became” a living

soul.
� Genesis 2:10—Rivers “became” four

heads.
� Genesis 3:22—Man is “become” as

one of us.
Hayah is certainly translated hundreds

of times as a form of “became.”
But Hayah is also translated 525 times as

“was.”

Tohu and bohu
The second main proof is that the He-

brew words tohu and bohu found in Gen-
esis 1:2 are also found in other parts of the
Bible.

“Genesis 1:1–2”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of Jan. 21, 2023.
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The words without form (tohu) and void
(bohu) mentioned in Genesis 1:2 are also
found in Jeremiah 4:23—where the earth
was traumatized because of God’s fierce
anger (verses 23-26).

It is a historical fact when people recog-
nize that Jeremiah 4:23-26 is talking about
judgment and ruin.

But it is a theory when people seek to
connect Jeremiah 4:23-26 with Genesis
1:2. 

What about Isaiah 45:18?
The word tohu (translated “in vain”) is

also found in Isaiah 45:18—where the au-
thor said that the heavens and the earth
were not created in vain (or many would
say “in chaos.”)

To the believer of the gap theory who
leans toward the idea that the earth became
chaotic in Genesis 1:2, this verse in Isaiah
confirms his theory.

But is that the best conclusion to draw
from Isaiah 45:18?

Isaiah 45:18—“For thus says the LORD
. . . ‘I am the LORD, and there is no other.”

This verse is focusing upon the wonder-
ful LORD Who completed the creation.

Have you ever noticed the six wonderful
descriptions of the LORD listed in this verse?
� “the LORD who created the heavens”
� “the LORD who is God”
� “the LORD who formed the earth and

made it”
� “the LORD who has established it”
� “the LORD who did not create it in

vain”
� “the LORD who formed it to be inhab-

ited”
It is a fact that Isaiah 45:18 is focusing

upon a great creation.
Many people believe that Genesis 1:1-2

described the beginning that led to the
statement in Genesis 1:31.

What does the Bible say?
How many Bible translations are there

to support the gap theory?
Let’s look at Genesis 1:2 from many Bi-

ble translations.
The first example uses the English word

became in it.
New Messianic Version Bible—“And

the earth became without form, and void;
and darkness [was] upon the face of the
deep . . .”

But the number of reputable versions of

the Bible that use the word was is over-
whelming.

King James Version—“And the earth
was without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep . . .”

New King James Version—“The earth
was without form, and void; and darkness
was on the face of the deep . . . ”

Orthodox Jewish Bible—“And the
earth was tohu vavohu (without form, and
void); and darkness was upon the face of
the deep . . . ”

The Complete Jewish Bible—“The earth
was unformed and void, darkness was on
the face of the deep . . .”

Hebrew Names Version—“Now the eretz
was formless and empty. Darkness was on
the surface of the deep . . . ”

The Holy Scriptures According to the
Masoretic Text—“Now the earth was un-
formed and void, and darkness was upon
the face of the deep . . .”

Interlinear Bible: Hebrew, Greek,  En-
glish—“And the earth being without form
and empty, and darkness on the face of the
deep . . .”

God’s Word Translation—“The earth
was formless and empty, and darkness cov-
ered the deep water . . .”

Beware of inserting scriptures
Let’s take a moment to recognize some

of the scriptures that people seek to insert
into Genesis 1:2.
� Isaiah 14:12-14
� Ezekiel 28:11-18
� Luke 10:18
� Jude 6
� Revelation 12:4
� Revelation 12:7-9
Someone could ask: “Do you believe the

messages of those verses?”
My reply: “I believe that those verses con-

tain important truth. However, inserting
those verses between Genesis 1:1 and Gen-
esis 1:2 is certainly an opinion and theory.”

Ears to hear
I want to conclude this article by re-

minding Bible students about the potential
danger of inserting scriptures into Gensesis
1:2.
� Jeremiah 23:16
� Jeremiah 23:21
� Revelation 22:18
� Revelation 22:19


