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Bible studies

Interactive study (1:00)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Bible study (2:00) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Avey

Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright

Scripture reading . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 93 and Psalm 94

Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

Quick takes

1. Welcome to guest speaker—The congregation welcomes Wynn Skelton.
Yesterday, Mr. Skelton told Dave Havir that he was going to attend with us
(after attending a church service in Tyler in the morning). Mr. Havir asked Mr.
Skelton if he would be willing to speak. We appreciate his serving.

2. Thank you to the servers—Thank you to the many people who have served at
any of the three events in our building during a recent seven-day stretch.

� Monday, Jan. 18—Funeral for Eli Benedict
� Thursday, Jan. 21—Chamber of Commerce banquet
� Sunday, Jan. 24—Funeral for Linda Foster

We appreciate all of you who served. Many people served at two of the events.
Special thanks to Ron and Linda Avey, who served at all three events.

3. Thank you from Morris Foster—Morris Foster and his children thank the con-
gregation for hosting the funeral of Linda Foster and the meal for the family.

4. Prayers for peaceful protesters—Please pray for the citizens who are ma-
turely and responsibly exercising their right of peaceful protest.

5. Prayers for victims—Please pray for the citizens who are suffering from the
criminals, mobs and thugs who are tormenting our country.
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6. Reminders for attending—Here are some reminders for people who choose
to attend the church service in the building.

� We do not provide masks or gloves. If these are important to you,
please bring your own.

� We expect attendees to make good use of our spacious hall by spread-
ing out.

7. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “New Great Reset Video Admits to
Public Backlash” by Emily Mangiaracina.

8. Among Friends—This week’s article is “The Biblical Question of Self-De-
fense” by Dave Havir.

9. Eye on the World—This week’s “Eye on the World” is 32 pages.

Prayer updates

Please remember to pray for the following people who live at home but are not
able to regularly attend our church service—Sonny Rosenberger, Laura Moran,
Annette Payne, Ronnie Shirley and Timberly Dunnam.

Please remember to pray for the following people who are rehabbing at Legend
Oaks Nursing Home in Gladewater—Ron Feaker and Elaine Holloway.

Following are excerpts from a report that Becky Bonilla sent on Friday about
David: “We thank everyone for their prayers, love, thoughts and cards since David’s
second and more injurious stroke. Rehab helps, but his strength is weak. His right
arm has feeling, but he cannot use it. The left side is compensating as best it can.
He is able to eat pretty well with his left hand. He was taught how to move food from
his right side of mouth to the left. God be with you all. We love and miss you.”

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Laura Moran was diagnosed with
emphysema. Last Tuesday, she was scheduled to see a pulmonologist.

New prayer requests

On Monday, Donna Weese went to a hospital in Tyler due to continued weak-
ness. On Wednesday, she went to Legend Oaks Nursing Home in Gladewater
for scheduled rehab.

On Wednesday, Roxanna West was dealing with sinus trouble, headaches,
body aches and chills and went to an ER. She tested positive for covid, and a CT
showed early stages of pneumonia.The doctor said her outlook was good, since
she went in early. On Thursday, she was able to return home, where she could
rest and monitor her condition.

On Thursday, Wynn Skelton had his right cataract removed, and he appreciates
his expanded vision. He is scheduled to have his left cataract removed on Feb. 11.
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“The Biblical Question of Self-Defense”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website, churchofgodbigsandy.com. It was posted for the weekend of
Jan. 30, 2021.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Through the
years, I have exchanged books with
family and friends. Recently, my

brother gave me a book about self-defense,
titled Take Cover: Finding Peace in God’s
Protection. The book was written in 2018
by Philip De Courcy—a pastor and a for-
mer police officer in the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary (RUC) in Northern Ireland. The
hardcover edition has 124 pages.

At this time, I want to give a brief review
of the book.

Introduction
In the introduction, Mr. De Courcy dis-

cussed faith. He wrote the following state-
ment: “Security is not the absence of dan-
ger but the presence of God.”

Following are four ideas that Mr. De
Courcy mentioned in the introduction.
� “I learned to use the constant threat of

death as a motivation to live wisely and well.”
� “I learned to leave the Final Act of

Justice and Judgment to God.”
� “I learned God is not the enemy of my

enemies, for God is not even the enemy of
His enemies.”
� “Finally, I learned during my days in

the police in Northern Ireland that genuine
security is not found in the absence of dan-
ger, but in the presence of God.”

Chapter 1
Chapter 1 is titled “Get on Your Knees—

Taking Cover in a Life Guarded by God’s
Peace Through Prayer.”

Mr. De Courcy mentioned the following
ideas.
� Paul discouraged panic.
� Paul promoted prayer.
� Paul promised peace.

Chapter 2
Chapter 2 is titled “Keeping Your Bal-

ance—Taking Cover in a Life Guarded by

God-Centered Worship.”
Mr. De Courcy mentioned the following

ideas about Psalm 73.
�Asaph’s reflection
�Asaph’s remonstration
�Asaph’s restraint
�Asaph’s recovery

Chapter 3
Chapter 3 is titled “Don’t Be Surprised

—Taking Cover in a Life Guarded by a
Proper View of Suffering.”

Mr. De Courcy mentioned the following
ideas.
� Peter encouraged realism
� Peter encouraged rejoicing
� Peter encouraged reliance

Chapter 4
Chapter 4 is titled “The Real Enemy—

Taking Cover in a Life Guarded by a Knowl-
edge of the Enemy.”

Mr. De Courcy mentioned the following
ideas.
� Time to sober up
� Time to square up
� Time to stand up
� Time to suit up (with the “Armor of

God”)

Chapter 5
Chapter 5 is titled “The Beginning of the

End—Taking Cover in a Life Guarded by
the Hope of Jesus’ Glorious Return.”

Mr. De Courcy mentioned the following
ideas.
� The picture Jesus employed
� The particulars Jesus explained
� The preparedness Jesus emphasized

Chapter 6
Chapter 6 is titled “Send for the Police—

Taking Cover in a Life Guarded by Lawful
Government Protection.”

In this chapter, Mr. De Courcy wrote: “The
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state is God-ordained, but it is not sovereign;
God alone is sovereign. Consequently, we must
always obey God and His word before the
statutes of human government or civil author-
ities . . . The Christian’s obedience to the state
is contingent and limited. We report to a high-
er throne first and foremost.”

Chapter 7
Chapter 7 is titled “You Are Responsi-

ble—Taking Cover in a Life Guarded by
Self-Defense.”

In this chapter, Mr. De Courcy wrote:
“The question of self-defense is an impor-
tant one and a pressing issue for several
reasons.”

He listed the three reasons.
� It is a biblical issue.
� It is a practical issue.
� It is an American issue.
In this chapter, Mr. De Courcy wrote

about his personal view.
On page 97, he wrote: “It is my own con-

viction [that] one can make a solid biblical
defense of self-defense. I do not believe the
Bible instructs the Christian to be a pacifist
in the face of criminal actions and murder-
ous intent. I do believe it is possible to kill a
bad guy and remain a good guy. Owning a
gun for the purposes of self-protection is
not, as far as I can determine, unchristian.”

Mr. De Courcy continued his comments
with his emphasis on polite disagreement
among Christians.

On page 97, he continued: “That said, I
hasten to add this theological hot potato re-
quires balance and humility. On one hand,
we must all agree this is a liberty of con-
science issue. On the use of firearms in the
matter of self-defense, we must learn to dis-
agree with each other agreeably.”

Shortly thereafter, Mr. De Courcy gave a
caution to Christians who believe as he does.

On page 97, he wrote: “Those who advo-
cate for the rightness of self-defense must
be careful to speak with restraint. The free-
dom to take another life in the preservation
of one’s own is a grave liberty. It should
never be presented in a cavalier manner.
Candidly, in defending self-defense, we must
not come across as ‘gung ho,’ as if we are
itching to shoot someone. Gun advocates

must be quick to acknowledge guns are a
necessary evil to combat evil, guns are an
ugly fact of life, and someday Jesus will re-
move them (Isaiah 2:4; Joel 3:10).”

Under the Scripture question, Mr. De
Courcy mentioned the following verses to
explain his position.
� Exodus 20:13
�Genesis 14:12-16
� Exodus 22:1-3
� Esther 8:8 to 9:19
� Proverbs 24:11 and Psalm 82:4
� Luke 11:14-22
� Luke 22:35-38
� 1 Timothy 5:8
For the record, Mr. De Courcy was aware

of how some Christians use verses in the
Sermon on the Mount to disagree with his
conclusion, and he discussed his view of
the Sermon on the Mount on pages 105-108.

Chapter 8
Chapter 8 is titled “Keep Calm and Car-

ry On—Taking Cover in a Life Guarded by
an Unshakable Trust in God.”

Mr. De Courcy mentioned the following
ideas about Psalm 46.
� The refuge (verses 1-3)
� The river (verses 4-7)
� The rest (verses 8-11)

Conviction and compassion
No matter what you personally believe

about the subject of self-defense, I recom-
mend that Christians become familiar with
the material in this book.

Individual Christians who choose to buy
their own copy may contact Salem Books
at Regnery.com. (For the record, I receive
no remuneration if you buy the book.)

Some congregations might be able to
consolidate a group order and receive a dis-
counted price.

Other congregations may simply decide
to purchase only one copy of the book that
can be placed in the church library.

In my circle of life, I have friends who
believe both ends of the self-defense spec-
trum. More important, I have friends who
disagree about this issue based upon con-
viction and who yet show kindness based
upon humble compassion.


