Calamity and Restoration
in the Book of Joel
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By Dave Havir
BIG SANDY, Texas—As we approach the Feast of Trumpets in 2020, we reflect
upon the biblical approach to prophecy. Bible students are aware of the connected prophecy themes of calamity and restoration.
First comes the bad news. Then comes the promise of the good news. Let’s
look at an example.
Warning about calamity
Joel 1:6-8—“For a nation has come up against My land, strong, and without
number; his teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he has the fangs of a fierce
lion. He has laid waste My vine, and ruined My fig tree; he has stripped it
bare and thrown it away; its branches are made white. Lament like a virgin
girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth.”
Joel 2:1-5—“Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the LORD is
coming, for it is at hand: a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds
and thick darkness, like the morning clouds spread over the mountains. A
people come, great and strong, the like of whom has never been; nor will
there ever be any such after them, even for many successive generations. A
fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns; the land is like the
Garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; surely
nothing shall escape them. Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; and like swift steeds, so they run. With a noise like chariots over mountaintops they leap, like the noise of a flaming fire that devours the stubble,
like a strong people set in battle array.”
Foretold of restoration
Joel 2:12-14—“ ‘Now, therefore,’ says the LORD, ‘Turn to Me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.’ So rend your heart,
and not your garments; return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; and He relents from doing
harm. Who knows if He will turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind
Him—a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God?”
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Joel 2:15-17—“ ‘Blow the trumpet in Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred
assembly; gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children and nursing babes; let the bridegroom go out from
his chamber, and the bride from her dressing room. Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar; let them say, ‘Spare
Your people, O LORD, and do not give Your heritage to reproach, that the
nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the peoples,
“Where is their God? ” ’ ”
Calamity and restoration
Joel 3:14-18—“ ‘Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day
of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. The sun and moon will grow
dark, and the stars will diminish their brightness. The LORD also will roar from
Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem; the heavens and earth will shake;
but the LORD will be a shelter for His people, and the strength of the children
of Israel. So you shall know that I am the LORD your God, dwelling in Zion
My holy mountain. Then Jerusalem shall be holy, and no aliens shall ever
pass through her again.’ And it will come to pass in that day that the mountains shall drip with new wine, the hills shall flow with milk, and all the
brooks of Judah shall be flooded with water; a fountain shall flow from the
house of the LORD and water the Valley of Acacias.”

