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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Bailey
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg Killingley
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Luke 4:16–19
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steven Gibson

Quick takes

1. Thank you—Thank you to all who participated in the annual board election.
David Coleman and Stan West were reelected to the board. (The board is well
positioned to have Doyle Welborn and Melodee Kimmons in reserve—in case
any of the board members cannot serve due to family, job or health.)

2. Thank you—Sharon Wilson and her family thank the congregation for allow-
ing her to use our building for the celebration for her husband (Karl) last Sunday.

3. Celebration of life for Linda Avey—Sunday, July 5, 1:00. After the presentations
are complete, all attendees are invited to enjoy fellowship at the coffee bar
(which includes desserts). Feel free to bring along your favorite dessert. Come
prepared to taste as many desserts as you want.

4. Wednesday-night Bible study—July 8 at 7:00.
5. Edifying the Body—“I Learned to Call It Independence Day” by David Gortler.
6. Among Friends—“A Republic, If You Can Keep It” by Dave Havir.

Prayer updates

On Thursday, Jerry Thompson was finally able to return home after his bypass
surgery. His stay in the hospital extended extra days, as he had moments where
he was passing out.



“A Republic, If You Can Keep It”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of July 4, 2026.
(It was originally posted at nps.gov.)
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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas.—As our nation cele-
brates our 250th birthday, I decided to
look for a short article talking about the

founding of this republic.
Various history books describe a famous

quote about Benjamin Franklin discussing our
republic. On Monday, Sept. 17, 1787, Elizabeth
Willing Powell reportedly asked the follow-
ing question of Franklin: “Well, doctor, what
have we got? A republic or a monarchy?”

To which Franklin responded: “A repub-
lic, if you can keep it.”

Below is the article that I have chosen to
share with you this weekend.

� � � � �

An article titled “September 17, 1787: A
Republic, If You Can Keep It” is posted at

nps.gov (National Park Service). Following
is an excerpt of the article.

____________

The day began with a prepared speech
from Franklin (Penn.) who, eighty-one years
old and painfully afflicted with gout and a
kidney stone, was unable to read it himself
and delegated that task to Wilson (Penn.).

While the speech was formally addressed
to Washington (Va.), the convention’s pres-
ident, its purpose was to convince the three
delegates who had announced their refusal
to sign the Constitution—Gerry (Mass.), Ran-
dolph (Va.), and Mason (Va.)—to abandon
their opposition. 

Franklin began on a note of humility. “I
confess that there are several parts of this
Constitution which I do not at present ap-
prove, but I am not sure I shall never ap-
prove them. For having lived long, I have

While Donna Weese remains weak, her condition apparently remains steady.

Angela Dunnam reports that Timberly had a fairly good week.

Linda Gallia reports that the knee-replacement surgery on Tuesday went well.
She had the expected initial pain following the surgery.

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned some of the difficulties that Frank Canepa
was having with his eyes. After Dave Havir put the same report on his prayer
text line, a friend of his sent information about eye care to him. When Mr. Havir
passed along the information to Joyce Canepa, she responded: “You don’t
know how much I appreciate the information. Please thank the person who
passed along the information.”

New prayer requests

On June 25, Jed Drumm had surgery to repair a hernia. He was able to return
home the same day. But he was instructed to avoid lifting, pushing and pulling for
eight weeks. He has a follow-up visit this coming Thursday.

Terry Watson of Tulsa, Okla., had surgery to repair leg wounds related to dia-
betes.
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experienced many instances of being obliged
by better information, or fuller considera-
tion, to change opinions even on important
subjects, which I once thought right, but
found to be otherwise. It is therefore that,
the older I grow, the more apt I am to doubt
my own judgment, and to pay more respect
to the judgment of others.”

“In these sentiments, sir, I agree to this
Constitution, with all its faults, if they are
such; because I think a General Government
necessary for us, and there is no form of
government, but what may be a blessing to
the people if well administered; and believe
further, that this is likely to be well admin-
istered for a course of years, and can only
end in despotism, as other forms have done
before it, when the people shall become so
corrupted as to need despotic government.”

He didn’t think another convention (which
Mason and Randolph had argued for) would
do any better than the first had. He admit-
ted that the men in the room were all well-
reasoned and had a diversity of opinions,
making it difficult to find common ground.

“From such an assembly can a perfect pro-
duction be expected? It therefore astonish-
es me, sir, to find this system approaching
so near to perfection as it does . . . Thus I
consent, sir, to this Constitution, because I
expect no better, and because I am not sure
that it is not the best.”

“On the whole, sir, I cannot help express-
ing a wish that every member of the con-
vention, who may still have objections to it,
would with me, on this occasion, doubt a little
of his own infallibility, and to make man-
ifest our unanimity, put his name to this instru-
ment.”

Franklin then moved for the form of the
signing to be such: “Done in Convention by
the unanimous consent of the States present,
the seventeenth of September, &c. In wit-
ness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed
our names.”

This form had actually been thought up
by Gov. Morris (Pa.), who had given it to
Franklin so that Franklin’s esteem would lend
it credence. The wording of the form does-
n’t explicitly state that the signer is endors-
ing the Constitution. It only means that the
signer is affirming that the states present in

the convention unanimously approved the
Constitution. The idea was to get Gerry, Ma-
son and Randolph to sign by making their
personal objections irrelevant to their sig-
natures.

Gorham (Mass.) then motioned for Con-
gress to be given the power to increase the
size of the House of Representatives from
one representative for every 40,000 people
to one for every 30,000. (Mind that Con-
gress would not have been required to in-
crease the House to such a size, but just
given the option to do so.) Proposals such
as this one had repeatedly failed, but King
(Mass.) and Carroll (Md.) seconded him.

Now, on this last day of the convention,
Washington (Va.) spoke for the only time.

While he said it was typically inappro-
priate for him, as president of the conven-
tion, to offer his opinion, he felt called to
support Gorham’s motion. He thought increas-
ing the size of the House of Representatives
would increase the “security of the rights and
the interests of the people.” 

After Washington’s speech, no one spoke
in opposition to the motion, and it passed
unanimously. Jacob Shallus, the scribe who
had the day before handwritten the engrossed
copy of the Constitution, corrected the text
to reflect this final amendment.

Randolph gave a brief speech where (much
like one from two days earlier) he was almost
apologetic about refusing to sign the Consti-
tution but left open the possibility that he might
support the Constitution when Virginia con-
sidered ratifying it. He stated, “Nine States
[the minimum number for the Constitution
to take effect] will fail to ratify the plan, and
confusion must ensue.”

G. Morris and Williamson (N.C.) gave
speeches encouraging the holdouts to sign.
Hamilton (N.Y.) spoke similarly, with Madi-
son (Va.) summarizing him thus: “No man’s
ideas were more remote from the plan than
his own were known to be; but is it possi-
ble to deliberate between anarchy and con-
vulsion on one side, and the chance of good
to be expected from the plan on the other?”

Blount (N.C.) stated that his signature should
not be taken as a sign of his support for the
Constitution but just as his affirmation that
the Constitution had been unanimously ap-
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proved by the states at the convention.
Franklin gave a second speech where he

personally begged Randolph to sign. Ran-
dolph said that Franklin’s proposed form
for the signatures didn’t make a difference:
signing the Constitution would imply that
he supported it, and he didn’t.

Madison writes that “he [Randolph] repeat-
ed, that, in refusing to sign the Constitution,
he took a step which might be the most
awful of his life; but it was dictated by his
conscience, and it was not possible for him
to hesitate—much less, to change.”

Randolph thought that presenting the Con-
stitution to the American people to only ac-
cept or reject in total, without amendments,
would cause all the “anarchy and civil con-
vulsions” which the soon-to-be signers pro-
fessed to want to avoid. Gerry gave a speech
to the same effect.

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney (S.C.) did
not like the ambiguity in Franklin’s proposed
form for the signatures. He supported the
Constitution and intended his signature to be
a sign of that support.

Ingersoll (Pa.) took a middle position:
His signature would not indicate his sup-
port for the Constitution, but neither would
it merely be his attestation to the Conven-
tion’s unanimity. His signature would be his
“recommendation” that the convention’s final
product, “all things considered, was the most
eligible.”

Franklin’s motion (related to the form of
the signing) passed 10-1, with South Caro-
lina’s vote divided on account of C.C. Pinck-
ney and Butler wanting the form to be more
emphatically supportive.

The convention then voted to deposit their
official journals (which ended up being much
less detailed than Madison’s personal notes)
with Washington.

The delegates then proceeded to sign the
engrossed copy of the United States Con-
stitution.
� Thirty-eight men signed thirty-nine names.

Dickinson (Del.) was ailing with a head-
ache and had asked Read (Del.) to sign for
him two days earlier.
� Despite so many personal appeals, Gerry,

Randolph and Mason still refused to sign.
�Hamilton, as the only New Yorker pres-

ent at this point, signed in a personal capac-
ity, since New York could not be effective-
ly represented in the convention by only one
delegate.
� The signatures were grouped by state,

with Pennsylvania’s eight being the most.
� The listing of state names next to the

signatures appears to be in the hand of Ham-
ilton.
� Rhode Island, the only state not to send

delegates to the convention, is not listed.
After the signing, the convention adjourned

for a final time.
The signatures did not have any legal sig-

nificance. The Constitution was clear: it would
go into effect only when nine of the 13 states
chose to ratify it. As hard as the past four
months had been, the real challenge lay ahead,
in convincing the American people to embrace
the government that these men had authored.

As the last names were being signed, Frank-
lin, in a personal aside to some other mem-
bers, made an observation about the chair
that Washington had been sitting in as he
presided over the convention. The chair had
an emblem of half of a sun. Franklin noted
that artists often have a hard time distin-
guishing between a rising and a setting sun in
their artwork. “I have often and often, in the
course of the session, and the vicissitudes of
my hopes and fears as to its issue, looked at
that behind the President, without being able
to tell whether it was rising or setting: But
now at length, I have the happiness to know,
that it is a rising and not a setting sun.”
Synopsis
�Despite multiple speeches pleading for

their signatures, Gerry (Mass.), Randolph (Va.)
and Mason (Va .) refused to sign the United
States Constitution.
� In his longest speech of the conven-

tion, Franklin (Pa .) said the Constitution
was “near to perfection.”
� The delegates harbored some disagree-

ments about what their signatures would
exactly mean, but ultimately thirty-nine names
were appended to the final document.
� The signing of the Constitution did not

legally enact it. The Constitution states that
nine of the 13 states would need to ratify it
for it to go into effect.


