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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Havir

(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Weiss
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hebrews 12:5 –11
Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wynn Skelton

Quick takes

1. Board nominees are as follows—David Coleman, Melodee Kimmons, Doyle
Welborn and Stan West.

2. Dominoes tomorrow—Even though tomorrow is Father’s Day, it appears that
some people are available for dominoes. Interested participants should con-
tact Sue Jones.

3. Wednesday-night Bible study—June 24 at 7:00.

4. Celebration of life for Karl Wilson—Sunday, June 28, at 1:00.

5. Celebration of life for Linda Avey—Sunday, July 5, at 1:00.

6. Edifying the Body—“Father’s Day: My Aunt, My Career and My Dad” by
Larry Elder.

7. Among Friends—“2 Thessalonians 3—Part 2” by Dave Havir.

8. Eye on the World—Not available at bulletin deadline.

Prayer updates

In the June 6 bulletin, we mentioned that Lisa Smith is dealing with intense pain
in her back. She still has quite a bit of discomfort and appreciates your prayers.
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In the June 6 bulletin, we mentioned a favorable report about Timberley Dun-
nam. (She is cancer-free, the nodule in her throat is benign, and the cyst on her
throat isn’t any bigger). In regards to a follow-up from that report, her doctors are
still considering if and when to stretch her esophagus. Part of their hesitation is
due to the nodule being near her vocal cords. Here are two other factors about
which to pray. She is having pain from a degenerative disk in her back. (On
another note, she will file for disability again, now for the seventh time.) Thank you
for your prayers.

Gary Wilson reports that he enjoyed spending time recently in a rehab facility to
work on exercises under therapists’ supervision. Obviously, he has to carefully
exercise at home without their supervision. He is trying to arrange for personnel
to take him and his walker to an area where he can increase his exercises.

New prayer requests

On Wednesday, Wayne Weese gave us information about the failing health of
his mother—Donna Weese. On Tuesday, Mr.Weese arrived in town. On Wednes-
day, he gave Dave Havir information to send out in a prayer request—explain-
ing that his mother went to a hospital on Monday and was diagnosed with multi-
ple blood clots in her lungs (which are stressing her heart). Mr.Weese mentioned
that she entered hospice care. He reported that her birthday was on Friday (yes-
terday). On Friday, he reported that she was enjoying her visitors. On Thursday,
Barbara Lingle wrote: “My sister, Sandy, visited with Donna today. Donna was
eating well and in a good mood. She does not like wearing the oxygen.” Yester-
day, Mr. Weese noted an important value of hospice. The obvious benefit is the
specific care that hospice care can provide. But he also explained that under
hospice care the nursing home no longer feels obligated to make repetitive trips
to the emergency room—trips that are hard on Mrs. Weese. After Mr. Weese
accomplishes some projects, he may be able to return to his home on Tuesday.

On Tuesday, Jerry Thompson went to a hospital for a scheduled cardiac cath-
eterization.The doctor said he had significant blockage. Bypass surgery is sched-
uled for next Tuesday.

Last Friday, the West family sent a prayer request for their daughter (Brandi West).
Since Dave Havir was traveling, the bulletin was done early. Although Mr. Havir
sent out a text report last Friday, he also wanted that report in this bulletin. Here
are excerpts from last week’s report: “Brandi has been diagnosed with presum-
ably stage-4 colon cancer. She is undergoing extensive tests and procedures
and awaiting a plan to go forward with treatment.” Yesterday, the family reported
that more tests are scheduled on Monday, and discussions have been held con-
cerning M.D. Anderson Hospital in Houston. Thank you for your prayers.

Dixon and Linda Cartwright request prayer for their good friend Evelyn Mur-
phey (age 96) of Arlington. Last Sunday, Mrs. Murphey fell and broke one of her
femurs. Her surgery on Monday went well. Thank you for your prayers for her recovery.



“2 Thessalonians 3—Part 2”

This article was posted in the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website (churchofgodbigsandy.com) for the weekend of June 20, 2026.
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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study on
Wednesday night, I continued a series about
1 and 2 Thessalonians. The title of the

presentation was “2 Thessalonins 3—Part 2.”
Throughout most of this series, I have

covered a chapter of the book in one pre-
sentation. In 2 Thessalonians 2, I covered it
in two consecutive presentations. Before the
Wednesday-night presentation, I decided to
cover 2 Thessalonians 3 in three consecu-
tive presentations.
�On June 10, we covered 2 Thessalon-

ians 3:1-13.
�On June 17, we covered 2 Thessalon-

ians 3:6 and 2 Thessalonians 3:14
�On June 24, I plan to cover 2 Thessa-

lonians 3:15-18.
Before I read from 2 Thessalonians 3, I

mentioned other scriptures as background
information.

Shunning bad ideas
� 2 Timothy 2:16—Paul reminded friends

to shun profane and idle babblings, since
they often lead to an increase in ungodli-
ness.
� Titus 3:9—Paul reminded friends to avoid

foolish various behaviors—specifically mention-
ing “disputes, genealogies, contentions and
strivings.”
� Psalm 1:1—Blessed is the person who

does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly.
� Proverbs 1:10—If sinners entice you (with

bad ideas), do not consent.

A time to shun people
� Proverbs 1:15—Do not walk in the evil

path with sinners.
� Proverbs 13:20—Walking with wise peo-

ple is wise, while the companion of fools will
be destructive.
� Proverbs 22:24-25—Being around angry

people can cause problems.

2 Thessalonians 3:6
Let’s read this verse in four different trans-

lations.

�New King James Version—“We com-
mand you, brethren, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every
brother who walks disorderly and not ac-
cording to the tradition which he received
from us.”
� Revised Standard Version—“We com-

mand you, brethren, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any
brother who is living in idleness and not in
accord with the tradition that you received
from us.”
� James Moffatt Translation—“Brothers,

we charge you in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to shun any brother who is loaf-
ing, instead of following the rules you received
from us.”
� The Amplified New Testament—“Now

we charge you, brethren, in the name and
on the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ
(the Messiah) that you withdraw and keep
away from every brother (fellow believer)
who is slack in the performance of duty and
is disorderly, living as a shirker and not walk-
ing in accord with the traditions and instruc-
tions that you have received from us.”

2 Thessalonians 3:14
Let’s read this verse in four translations.
�New King James Version—“If anyone

does not obey our word in this epistle, note
that person and do not keep company with
him, that he may be ashamed.”
� Revised Standard Version—“If anyone

refuses to obey what we say in this letter,
note that man and have nothing to do with
him, that he may be ashamed.”
� James Moffatt Translation—“If anyone

will not obey our orders in this letter, mark
that man; do not associate with him—that
will make him feel ashamed.”
� The Amplified New Testament—“But

if anyone [in the church] refuses to obey
what we say in this letter, take note of that
person, and do not associate with him—
that he may be ashamed.”
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Excommunication and disfellowship
If you have been around religious organ-

izations in your life, you might have heard
about two words that generally mean the
same thing: “excommunication” and “dis-
fellowship.”
� Those two words are used to explain

when a congregation decides to remove a
person from its group.
� In a minute, I will show you two ex-

amples in the Bible about Paul removing a
person from a group—so the action has some
biblical basis.
� For the record—It is my perspective

that there have been way too many exam-
ples of excommunication or disfellowship
that were done for flimsy reasons and there-
fore did not produce good results.
� For the record—I personally regret the

times in my 52 years (of serving as an assis-
tant pastor and pastor) that I did not provide
the help that people needed.
� Praise God that those individuals have

a relationship with the “God of all comfort”
to receive the strength and stability that He
has to offer (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

In Corinth
� 1 Corinthians 5:1-2 mentioned two fac-

tors in a situation.
� First—There was a member of the assem-

bly who had practiced sexual immorality.
� Second—The behavior was known

throughout the congregation. (For your infor-
mation, church leaders and friends have more
room to work privately with your sinful con-
dition if details about your situation are not
permeating throughout the congregation.)
� 1 Corinthians 5:3—Paul decided that

something had to be done.
� 1 Corinthians 5:5—The man was “deliv-

ered” to Satan “for the destruction of the
flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day
of the Lord Jesus.”
� 1 Corinthians 5:9-13—When Paul taught

brethren to avoid people committing immoral
actions (Paul listed a variety of behaviors),
he stressed the difference between people
outside and people inside.

While Bible students understand the in-
structions about viewing sins inside the Body
of Christ differently from viewing sins out-

side the Body of Christ (as mentioned in
verses 9-13), please try to show as much
mercy as you can for those inside the church
(Matthew 9:13, Galatians 6:1 and 2 Corin-
thians 2:6-11).

Letter to Timothy
� 1 Timothy 1:18-19—Paul encouraged

Timothy to be committed to God and remind-
ed him that people can become shipwrecked.
� 1 Timothy 1:20—Then, Paul mentioned

two individuals (Hymenaeus and Alexan-
der) who were “delivered to Satan that they
may learn not to blaspheme.”

Paul’s reminders about avoiding
Paul taught there were times to avoid people.
� Romans 16:17—“Note those who cause

divisions and offenses (contrary to the doc-
trine which you have learned) and avoid them.”
� 1 Timothy 6:3-5—After Paul mentioned

people exhibiting a variety of negative beha-
viors, he said: “From such withdraw your-
self.”
� 2 Timothy 3:5—After Paul again men-

tioned people exhibiting another variety of
negative behaviors, he said: “From such
people turn away!”

John’s reminders about avoiding
John said there were times to avoid peo-

ple.
� 2 John verses 10-11—John described

a way to respond if someone did not bring
the correct doctrine to you.
� “Do not receive him into your home.”
� “Do not greet him.”
I support the fact that there are times when

disciples should follow John’s advice in 2
John 10-11. But I believe that other parts of
the Bible show us that we should discern
when to use various approaches.

Next week
The next scripture in our series (2 Thessa-

lonians 3:15) is important to help us to eval-
uate what biblical approach is most effec-
tive in the experiences we face.
� 2 Thessalonians 3:15—“Yet, do not count

him as an enemy, but admonish him as a
brother.”
�Also, please consider Matthew 9:13.


