ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church of God Big Sandy

ChurchofGodBigSandy.com
May 9, 2026 » 1:00 p.m. « Sunset 8:09

Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. ........... Dave Havir

Presentation study—2:00 ............. Dave Havir
(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Songleader ........................ Neil Mclver
Pianist ........... ... ... ..... Dixon Cartwright
Scripturereading ................. Joshua 1:1-9
Sermon ... Terry McAdams

1. Annual board-nomination process—The annual election for the board of the
Church of God Big Sandy begins today. (The nomination portion of the pro-
cess occurs for four weeks in May, and the election occurs in June.)

2. Dominoes tomorrow—Interested participants should contact Sue Jones.
3. Wednesday-night Bible study—May 13 at 7:00.

4. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “The First Voice a Child Hears” by
Kevin McCullough.

5. Among Friends—This week’s article is “1 Thessalonians 4:1-18" by Dave Havir.
6. Eye on the World—The project was not complete at the bulletin deadline.

Prayer updates

In the April 11 bulletin, we gave an update about Meghan Searer. Since then,
we have learned that she went to Mark’s and Nina’s home on Sunday, April 19.
She started physical therapy at the home. She continues to get stronger. She has
gained back some of the weight and muscle she had lost. The family is expect-
ing steady progress. (Family members reported that they are using the time she
is spending with her parents to make unrelated upgrades on her house.) The
family greatly appreciates your prayer support.
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In the April 2 bulletin, we mentioned that Brenda Marks had a procedure to
deal with her back problems. On April 15, she had shots in her back to get some
relief. On April 29, she had her nerves “burned.” She is scheduled to have her
nerves burned again on May 13.

In the April 11 bulletin, we reported that Dave McLearen’s back pain was im-
proving. Yesterday, he reported that the gout pain was also gone.

New prayer requests

On Tuesday, Janet Gordon (who lives in a Michigan nursing home near her
daughter, Kim Snyder) fell and had successful surgery for a partial hip replace-
ment (the ball on the upper femur). The surgery was successful.

Kathy Murray (of Gladewater) died on May 4. Please remember her family in
your prayers.

“The First Voice a Child Hears”

This article is from the “Edifying the Body” section of the Church of God Big
Sandy’s website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of

May 9, 2026. (A version was posted at townhall.com on May 5.)

By Kevin McCullough
EW YORK, N.Y.—Beforeachild ever
learnsto read, before he or she under-
standsrules or consequences, before
he or she can even form acompl ete sentence,
thereisavoice.

Soft. Familiar. Repeated. Mom.

It's the first voice most of us ever know.
And, long before we have the ahility to re-
member it, that voiceisaready doing some-
thing extraordinary—it's shaping how we ex-
periencetheworld. Not metaphorically. Literaly.

Neuroscience has been catching up to some-
thing families have aways known. In those
earliest months and years, achild’'sbrainis
developing a apace that will never be matched
again. Millions of neura connections form
every second. Pathways are being built that
will determine how that child processes emo-
tion, language, trust and even stress.

And at the center of that process—con-
sistently, predictably—is the mother.

Her voice regulates anewborn’s heartbeat.
Her presence lowers stress responses. Her
responsiveness teaches a child whether the
world is safe or unpredictable.

Thisisn't sentimental language. It's biology.

Researchers studying attachment have found
that when amother responds consistently—
picking up acrying infant, making eye con-
tact, speaking in that instinctive, melodic tone
weall recognize—the child'sbrain beginsto
organize itself around security.

That becomes the basdline. From there,
everything else builds.

Language develops faster when a child
is spoken to frequently and directly—espe-
cially by the mother. Vocabulary, compre-
hension, even future reading ability aretied
to those early verbal interactions. It's not just
what is said—it’s the rhythm, the tone, the
repetition.

It's the relationship. And, if that sounds
clinicd, itisn't. It'sdeeply personal. Because
behind every study is a redlity most of us
have lived.

W A child falling adeep to the same voice
every night.

B A scraped knee soothed not just by words,
but by who is speaking them.

B A moment of fear quieted Smply because
Mom isthere.

That presence does more than comfort. It
defines.



Church of God Big Sandy

Announcements / 3

It tells achild, without ever saying it out
loud.

B You matter.

H You are safe.

M You are not aone.

And those messages—delivered a thou-
sand timesin a thousand small moments—
become part of who that child is.

Thisiswhere identity begins.

B Not in aclassroom.

H Not on a screen.

B Not from a peer group.

M But in the earliest relationship a child
knows.

And it'swhy therole of amother in those
years cannot be casually replaced or outsourced
without consequence.

When that bond is strong, children tend
to grow into stability.

B They handle stress better.

B They form hedlthier relationships.

B They navigate the world with a base-
line confidence (not to be manufactured | ater).

When it's fractured—or missing entirely—
the effects show up just as clearly.

W Higher anxiety.

W Difficulty forming attachments.

B Struggles with trust.

B A constant sense that something foun-
dational isoff, evenif they can't explain why.

Thisisn't about assigning blame.

W Life happens.

B Circumstances vary.

B No two families are identical.

B But patterns are patterns.

B And the pattern here is unmistakable.

Thefirst voice achild hears matters. More
than we' ve been willing to admit.

| think about that when | look back on
my own life. | don’t remember thefirst words
my mom ever said to me. None of us does.
But | remember the feeling of her presence.
| remember what it felt like to come home
and know she was there. To hear her voice
and immediately fedl the world settle into
something understandable.

When she stepped in to teach me at home—
when she took responsibility for my educa
tioninaway that wasn't common at thetime—
it wasn't just about academics.

It was about formation. It was about rein-
forcing something she had aready been build-

ing from the beginning: that | was seen, that
| was capable, that | wasn't going to be left
to figure things out aone.

And. when | lost her a 17, | didn't lose
that foundation. Because, by then, it wasd-
ready part of me.

That'swhat amother’s voice does. It stays.

W |ong after the house is quiet.

W Long after the routines change.

W [ ong &fter, in some cases, she'sno longer
physicaly here.

We carry it. In how we speak to others. In
how we handle pressure. Intheinternal dia-
logue that kicks in when things get hard.

That voice becomes a reference point. A
compass. And, from a Christian worldview,
none of thisis surprising.

Scripture has always pointed to theimpor-
tance of early instruction, of guidance root-
ed in relationship. “Train up a child in the
way he should go ..." isn't just about dis-
cipline—it'sabout formationinthe earliest,
most impressionable years. And who ismost
often doing that training?

Mom.

Not alone, of course.

B Fathers matter deeply.

B Family matters collectively.

But there is something uniquely power-
ful about the role a mother plays in those
first interactions with life itself. She is, quite
literally, theintroduction to theworld. Which
makes what we do with that role—as indi-
viduals and as a culture—far more impor-
tant than we tend to admit. Because, if we
get those early yearsright, alot of what comes
later becomeseasier. And, if we get them wrong,
we spend decadestrying to repair what should
have been built from the beginning.

That's not hyperbole. That's redlity.

So, when wetalk about mothersthisweek,
we're not talking about sentiment. We' re talk-
ing about influence. The kind that doesn’t
make headlines, doesn't trend, doesn’t get
measured in quarterly reports—but quietly
shapes everything that follows.

It starts with a voice.

B Smple

W Familiar

B Consistent

And, if that voiceis steady, loving, and pres-
ent, it echoes for alifetime.
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“41 Thessalonians 4:1-18”

This article is from the “Among Friends” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of May 9, 2026.

By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible Sudy on
\Wedhesday night, | continued aseries about 1
and 2 Thesdonians Thetitle of the presan+
tetionwas "1 Thessdonians 4:1-18.

Father and Son

Let'stekeabrief glimpseat chapter 3.

M 1 Thessdlonians 3:11—*May our God and
Fether Himsdlf, and our Lord Jesus Chrigt direct our
way toyou.”

B 1 Thesdonians3:12—*May theLord make
you increesein loveto oneanother andto dl.”

B 1 Thesdonians 313—*So that He may es-
tablish your hearts blamdess in haliness, before
our God and Father & the coming of our Lord
Jeus Chrig with dl Hissants”

Remember the instructions

B 1 Thesdonians4:1—Walk to please God.

B 1 Thesdonians4:2—Paul sad: “Remember the
commandments (ingrudions) wegaveto you through
theLord Jesus”

God wants sanctification

In 1 Thessdonians 4:3-6, Paul reminded them
ebout principles of holiness

B Abgan from sexud immordlity.

B Posess your own vess in sandtification
and honor.

B Avoid thepassion of lust.

B Do nat teke advantage of ancther personin
thismater.

Called to holiness

B 1 Thessalonians4:7—God did not cdl usto
undeanness but in holiness

W 1 Thessdonians4:8—Peoplewhorgect hli-
nessare not rgecting people, but arergedting God
(who gave usHisHaly Spirit).

B 1 Thessdonians4:9—God taught usto love
oneanother.

Targeted behavior

In Thessdonians 4:10-12, Paul taught them to
agpireto gpadific behavior.

Bl exdaquielife

B Mind your own busness

B \Work with your hands

W \Walk properly toward thoseoutd dethefaith.

‘Fallen asleep’

B 1 Thesdonians 4:13—Paul reminded the
brethren that thereisatremendous hope assodiat-
edwith fdling adeep (degth).

B 1 Corinthians 15:6—After Christ had
risen, mogt of the peoplewho saw Him wereill
dive, but some hed fdlen adegp (died).

B 1 Corinthians 15:12-18—1f Chrig isnot risen,
then those who have fdlen edegpin Chrigt have
perished.

B 1 Corinthians 15:51—Paul sad: “We dhdl
not dl desp, but weshdll dl be changed”

B 1 Carinthians15:52—Paul sad: “Thetrum-
pet will sound and the deed will be rased incor-
ruptible, and we shdl be changed.”

B Revdation 81-2—Theseventh sed involves
Seven trumpets

B Revdaion 11:15-19—At the seventh trum-
pet, “the kingdoms of this world become the
kingdomsof our Lord and of HisChris—andHe
dhdl reign forever and ever!”

B Revdaion 20:5-6—John gpoke about the
fird resurrection.

Very positive message

B 1 Thessdlonians4:13—Although desth brings
understandable sorrow;, we should nat sorrow as
otherswho haveno hope

B 1 Thesdonians 4:14—If we bdieve that
Jesusdied and raseagain, God will bringwith Him
thosewho degpin Jesus

B 1 Thesdonians4:15—Thosewhoaredive
and remain until the coming of the Lord will not
precede those who are adegp (have died).

B 1 Thesdonians 4:16—The Lord will de-
soend from heavenwith thetrumpet, and the deed
in Chrig will risefird.

B 1 Thessdonians 4:17—Then those who are
dive will be caught up together in the douds to
med theLordinthear.

B 1 Thesdonians 4:18—"Comfort one at+
other with thesewords”



