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Bible studies

Interactive study—1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Presentation study—2:00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Crow

(also transmitted live)

Order of service—3:00 p.m.

Song leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Neil McIver
Pianist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dixon Cartwright
Scripture reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Acts 4:8–20
Sermon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Crow

Quick takes

1. Pastor’s travel—Today, Dave Havir is participating in an interactive Bible study
at the Covenant Assembly of East Texas (hosted by Gary Woodring).

2. Welcome—The congregation welcomes Bill Crow to our congregation and
thanks him for giving two presentations today.

3. Baptism—We are pleased to announce that Joey Baril (grandson of Kate
Vincent) was baptized on Monday evening.

4. Remember to pray for Kate Vincent and her grandchildren (Joey and Elijah)
as they begin their trip on Sunday (to move to be near family in California).

5. Board election—The board of the congregation thanks you for participating
in the nomination and election process this year. We are pleased to an-
nounce that Carol O’Brien has been reelected to the board.

6. Board meeting tomorrow—There is a board meeting in the classroom tomor-
row at 4:00 p.m. All are welcome.

7. Wednesday, July 3—Bible study at 7:00 p.m.

8. Edifying the Body—This week’s article is “Religions in the World by Popu-
lation” as compiled at wikipedia.org.

9. Among Friends—This week’s article is “Remnant—Part 2” by Dave Havir.



2 / Announcements June 29, 2024

10. Eye on the World—253 headlines and seven short articles.

11. Please remember to pray for the following people who are not able to regu-
larly attend our church service.

� Mickey Ashcraft � Ronnie Shirley
� Judy Biggs � Elaine Townsend
� Angela Dunnam � Mickey Voyce
� Timberly Dunnam � Donna Weese
� Ruth Roe

Thought for the week

“The most destructive force in the universe is gossip.”

Prayer updates

On Wednesday, Melodee Eishen visited an oncology surgeon in the Dallas
area. She reports that she is scheduled to have surgery for colon cancer of the
cecum on July 5 at 8:00 a.m. She reported: “The surgeon was very hopeful that
surgery would be all that I need.”

In last week’s bulletin, we mentioned that Timberly Dunnam was scheduled
for a variety of procedures (X-rays and MRIs) to examine a number of health
matters. She had some of the first round and is anticipating some more this com-
ing week.There is a doctor’s appointment on July 8 to discuss many of the results.
(The tests are scheduled over a period of time so that she doesn’t get too much
radiation at one time.) The doctor believes that she has the symptoms of “mast-
cell-activation syndrome.”

In the June 15 bulletin, we mentioned that Jean Benedict fell, hitting her head and
lower back. Although she is feeling better, she still has some discomfort with her hip.

In the June 15 bulletin, we mentioned that Kemmer Pfund was having health
difficulties. On Thursday (June 20), Mr. Pfund went to a hospital where two liters
of fluid (some of it blood) were removed. There was some discussion about the
possibility of prostate surgery. When Mr. Pfund returned home last Saturday, the
family notified Dave Havir, and he went over to anoint him. Mr. Pfund is hoping
to feel well enough to be at the church service today.

In the June 15 bulletin, we mentioned that Jeri Holcomb had been hospitalized
due to autoimmune problems and an infection. Here is the latest report: “She is
adjusting to a new routine, which requires dialysis three days a week, new die-
tary guidelines and a slower pace of doing things. She has two more infusions to
take (each one a half-day procedure) to address kidney issues—there are indi-
cations of kidney improvement.”

Daniel and Stephanie Hammons are recovering from covid and expect to be
at the church service today.
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“Remnant—Part 2”

This article is from the “Edifying the Body” section of the Church of God Big Sandy’s
website (churchofgodbigsandy.com). It was posted for the weekend of June 29, 2024.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—At our Bible study
on Wednesday night, I completed a
two-part series. I gave a presentation

titled “Remnant—Part 2.”

Reminder of last week
Here is what we discussed at last week’s

presentation.
�We discussed the population of the

world—which is often quoted as 7.9 billion.
� I asked: “Is God directly working to

save the entire world all at the same time?”
� I listed 11 sections of Scripture about

a “calling.”
� In the conclusion, I briefly mentioned

John 12:47-48.

Goals for this week
Here were the goals for this week’s pre-

sentation.
� John 12:47-48 offers important con-

cepts about judgment.
�We will notice the major religions of

the world.
�We will notice scriptures to see if God

is actively connected to the religions of the
world.
�We will quote some biblical numbers

that are used to refer to a remnant.
� Then, we will focus upon Christian

living.

Important concept about judgment
The Son of God explained to His disci-

ples that judgment is based upon under-
standing.
� John 12:47—The Son of God said: “If

anyone hears My words and does not be-
lieve [understand], I do not judge him—for
I did not come to judge the world, but to
save the world.”
� John 12:48—The Son of God said: “He

who rejects Me, and does not receive My

New prayer requests

On Thursday, Angela Dunnam was mowing her yard when a swarm of wasps
attacked her. She ended up with 14 wasp stings. But another problem was that
she hurt her knee as she was getting away from the wasps. On Friday, she went
to an ER for her knee to be examined. She did not have the results of the exam-
ination in time for the printing deadline of this bulletin.

On Monday, Dixon Cartwright had a CAT scan. On Tuesday, the doctor’s office
called him to inform him about a blockage in his neck and asked him to return on
Wednesday for more discussion. At the visit on Wednesday, the doctor scheduled
for Mr. Cartwright to have an “enhanced stent” to be inserted into his neck on July 9.

On Wednesday, Jim Stewart of Big Sandy met with a pulmonary doctor about
a spot on his lung. Mr. Stewart is scheduled for a bronchoscopy.

Leon Sexton of Chiang Mai, Thailand, is experiencing serious health problems.

Thought with a twist

“Just remember, if things look hopeless, maybe you are
facing the wrong direction.”—Ziggy
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words [after understanding the words] has
one that judges him—the word that I have
spoken will judge him in the last day.”

Religions of the world
Following is a listing of the top religions

of the world. The total number of an ex-
panded list is 7.79 billion people.

1. Christianity—2.382 billion
2. Islam—1.907 billion
3. Nonreligious—1.193 billion
4. Hinduism—1.161 billion
5. Buddhism—506 million
6. Chinese traditional religion—394 million
7. African traditional religion—100 million
8. Sikhism—26 million
9. Spiritism—15 million

10. Judaism—14.7 million

Biblical references about gods
�Genesis 35:1-2—After God told Jacob

to build an altar to Him, Jacob told his house-
hold: “Put away the foreign gods that are
among you and purify yourselves.”
� Exodus 12:12—When the Lord fore-

told Him passing through the land of Egypt,
He mentioned that He was executing judg-
ment against all the gods of Egypt.
� Exodus 20:3—It is not surprising that

the First Commandment is: “You shall have
no other gods before Me.”
� 1 Corinthians 8:4—“Therefore concern-

ing the eating of things offered to idols, we
know that an idol is nothing in the world, and
that there is no other God but one.”
� 1 Corinthians 8:5-6—“For even if there

are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on
earth (as there are many gods and many
lords), yet for us there is one God, the Father,
of whom are all things, and we for Him;
and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
are all things, and through whom we live.”

Size of the remnant
Those of you who know me will not be

surprised that I will not make any dogmatic
proclamation about the size of the remnant.
In fact, I will warn you to be cautious around
religious people who routinely make bold
proclamations about their personal opinions.
Bold proclamations may be interesting, but
you would be crazy to base your life upon

man’s opinions. (See Jeremiah 23:16-21.)
The number 7,000 is mentioned in both

the Old and New Testaments.
� 1 Kings 19:18—After Elijah complained

to the Lord that he was the only person
doing the correct things (in verses 10 and
14), the Lord informed Elijah that there
were 7,000 people in Israel who were not
involved in Baal worship.
� Romans 11:1-5—When Paul mentioned

that there was a remnant (verse 5), he quot-
ed (verse 4) the 7,000 number mentioned in
1 Kings 19:18. 

The number 144,000 is mentioned twice
in the book of Revelation.
� Revelation 7:4-8—“I heard the num-

ber of those who were sealed.”
� Revelation 14:1-3—John was about to

list the qualities of the 144,000 who were
standing with the Lamb (“redeemed from
the earth”).
� Revelation 14:4-5—Their characteristics

were: (1) These were not defiled with women
for they are virgins; (2) these were the ones
who follow the Lamb wherever He goes; (3)
these were redeemed from men as the first-
fruits to God and to the Lamb; (4) in their
mouth was found no deceit; and (5) they were
without fault before the throne of God.

Focus on Christian living
�Deuteronomy 13:1-3—Beware of peo-

ple (even those who perform successful signs
and wonders) who seek to lead you toward
other gods.
�Matthew 20:25-26—Beware of people

who seek to “lord it over” people and who
seek to “exercise authority over” people.
�Matthew 23:13—Woe unto those who

shut up the Kingdom of Heaven against men—
who will not enter the Kingdom and who
will not allow others to enter the Kingdom.
�Matthew 23:14—Woe unto those who

devour widows with their appearance of re-
ligion.
�Matthew 23:15—Woe unto those who

work hard to get a following, but they influ-
ence the followers to imitate their erroneous
ways.
�Matthew 25:34-40—The Father has pre-

pared a place for the disciples who serve the
Lord by serving the needs of other people.


