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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—One of the greatest sins in this life is the sin of in-
gratitude. Our loving Father wants His children to express thankfulness to
Him and to each other.

There are many scriptures that mention the importance of giving thanks to
God. Let’s notice a few verses about this important quality.

Thanking God in Old Testament

Deuteronomy 8:10-14—“When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless
the LORD your God for the good land which He has given you. Beware that you do
not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments,
and His statutes which I command you today, lest—when you have eaten and are
full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; and when your herds and
your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you
have is multiplied; when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.”

Ezra 3:11—“And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the
LORD: “For He is good, for His mercy endures forever toward Israel.” Then all
the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because
the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.”

Psalm 100:1-5—“Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands! Serve the LORD

with gladness; come before His presence with singing. Know that the LORD, He
is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and
the sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His
courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the LORD is
good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.”

Psalm 105:1-4—“Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon His name; make
known His deeds among the peoples! Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; talk of
all His wondrous works! Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those rejoice
who seek the LORD! Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His face evermore!”

Psalm 106:1-5—“Praise the LORD! Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!
For His mercy endures forever. Who can utter the mighty acts of the LORD?
Who can declare all His praise? Blessed are those who keep justice, and he
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who does righteousness at all times! Remember me, O LORD, with the favor
You have toward Your people; oh, visit me with Your salvation, that I may see
the benefit of Your chosen ones, that I may rejoice in the gladness of Your
nation, that I may glory with Your inheritance.”

Psalm 136:1-9—“Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy
endures forever. Oh, give thanks to the God of gods! For His mercy endures forev-
er. Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! For His mercy endures forever: To Him who
alone does great wonders, for His mercy endures forever; to Him who by wisdom
made the heavens, for His mercy endures forever; to Him who laid out the earth
above the waters, for His mercy endures forever; to Him who made great lights,
for His mercy endures forever—the sun to rule by day, for His mercy endures for-
ever; the moon and stars to rule by night, for His mercy endures forever.”

Thanking God in New Testament

Luke 17:11-19—“Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. Then as He entered a certain village,
there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. And they lifted up
their voices and said, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’ So when He saw them,
He said to them, ‘Go, show yourselves to the priests.’ And so it was that as they
went, they were cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed,
returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His
feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. So Jesus answered and said,
‘Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not any
found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?’ And He said to
him, ‘Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.’ ”

Philippians 4:6—“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.”

Hebrews 13:15—“Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.”

Appreciating family

It is important in this life that we make a habit of the action of showing
appreciation to people in our lives.

Genesis 2:21-24—“And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam,
and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.
Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman,
and He brought her to the man. And Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was
taken out of Man.’ Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12—“Two are better than one, because they have a good
reward for their labor. For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe
to him who is alone when he falls, for he has no one to help him up. Again,
if two lie down together, they will keep warm; but how can one be warm
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alone? Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him.
And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”

Ephesians 5:33—“Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his
own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.”

Ephesians 6:1-3—“Children, obey your parents in the LORD, for this is right.
‘Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with prom-
ise: that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.’ ”

Ephesians 6:4—“And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but
bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.”

Appreciating friends

I realize that we do not all have the same circumstances in our lives. We do not
have the same quality of relationships in our lives. (If you are struggling with
the loss of support from family, notice how you may have support from friends.)

1 Samuel 18:1-3—“Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of
Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own
soul. Saul took him that day, and would not let him go home to his father’s
house anymore. Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he
loved him as his own soul.”

Proverbs 18:24—“A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there
is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”

Romans 16:1-2—“I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of
the church in Cenchrea, that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner
worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of
you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also.”

Romans 16:3-4—“Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ
Jesus, who risked their own necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks,
but also all the churches of the Gentiles.”

Philippians 2:19-22—“But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you
shortly, that I also may be encouraged when I know your state. For I have
no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your state. For all seek their
own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus. But you know his proven char-
acter, that as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel.”

2 Timothy 1:16-18—“The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus,
for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain; but when he
arrived in Rome, he sought me out very zealously and found me. The Lord
grant to him that he may find mercy from the Lord in that Day—and you know
very well how many ways he ministered to me at Ephesus.”


