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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Recently, I began a discussion about the words of the
apostle Paul found in Romans 12. It is my perspective that Paul’s writings in
chapters 1-11 could be classified more as comments about doctrine and spir-
itual concepts, whereas the words in chapter 12 can be viewed more as
Christian-living topics.

Last week, we discussed Romans 12:12. This article will discuss Romans 12:13.

Positive words

Notice what Paul wrote in Romans 12:13.

Romans 12:13—“Distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.”

Distributing to needs

Here are some verses that discuss distributing to the needs of the saints.

Matthew 6:1-2—“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before
men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in
heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet
before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they
may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.”

Acts 9:36—“At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is
translated Dorcas. This woman was full of good works and charitable deeds
which she did.”

Acts 11:27-30—“And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch.
Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that
there was going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also
happened in the days of Claudius Caesar. Then the disciples, each according
to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. This
they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.”

Romans 15:25-28—“But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the
saints. For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain
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contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem. It pleased
them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles have been par-
takers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them in mate-
rial things. Therefore, when I have performed this and have sealed to them
this fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain.”

Hebrews 6:10-11—“For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of
love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to
the saints, and do minister. And we desire that each one of you show the
same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end.”

Given to hospitality

Here are some verses that discuss being given to hospitality.

Luke 14:12-14—“Then He also said to him who invited Him, ‘When you give
a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives,
nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. But
when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. And
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid
at the resurrection of the just.’ ”

Acts 16:14-15—“Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a sell-
er of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened
her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. And when she and her house-
hold were baptized, she begged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.’ So she persuaded us.”

Acts 16:40—“So they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia;
and when they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed.”


